7

ZN

2

I

@

@ RSL_SQ_Exhibition_Guide ASide final.pdf 1 16/02/2016 19:16

"3UN] 400y SIBA0T ISSe|O 1S)1} 8U) BLIBIBY /7 & Uy Jyfineg ‘Buosxoq JIS

lo} [|8rog SIUUQ Aq paanpoid ‘)6 Ul /7 & uf Jyhineg ‘aunj |noS UJayinos
)96 S.J8xied 14agoy Jo Janoo e papioal ylejy esina] Jauuim Gunok

B PUB 'S8ay /n04 18 S1S81U09 Us[e) Ue A8Y| ‘3uep 8L} 0} ULIOM BJouW
paloele |nog pajAis umolopy Guifejd 1ey} punoj 8UOSX0q JIS 8YI| SpUNOS pue
‘0y9BW pUB JUBY|IW 8LI093G pey aimyna Walshs punog ‘pabueyd adeaspue
91U0S 38U} PUB ‘PaAlLIe %00y $J3A0T UBY] 'Speay|nag aiam (S| poog) Aep
UBLLON pue “yoelieddey ‘puiLLIBISe}y 8| SPUNOS YUNj Jo S13Mojj04 SI8%anY
8Jam ‘qn( pue sefifisy siaddaiS / s1o0y, pakejd oym ‘eYeyS yer 8y spunos
10 3SALL 8| S18MOJ[0} pUB “yund 8YI| S3INYNIGNS JO [N} 8Y} Sem SO/p 8u]

'S3UIPeUaIs) 8U) 73 JU8SUIA 1S Woyj 8Lea sjualed A yBnou Uskd ‘) Ausp 1,Upjnom
Ajfensn am ‘femAue pip A8U} UoIYM ‘UBS[BLUBL 8Jam 8m 1yBNOL) BUOBWOS J| puB
‘paziuealeLer BUiag osje sem ainyna Uegin ysnug uojfaeg euul, Buin| Inoge 1l
(3Jews; pue ajew) yinoA yae|q AUeLL Jeym yum pajeuosal sefifisy pue ‘ejelsey
pUB WSIUBILY-UBJ ‘Sanijod [Balpel %ae|q JO JUaLIoW 8U Sem SIU) 1) “BIpaLl

81 Ul pasifeuiwya Buisg pue ‘syaene 1j9es ‘JuaLuAojduisun ‘(yasess pue dois)
sme| SNS ‘Afeiniq 8ajjod paoualadxa ajdoad GunoA yaejq pue payib ‘Gunok
8s8U | 'sulog ayp Jo Sdoy U0 SBA3SLUBL) 83S Jo (UOpUOT OIpRY gg Uo pleuiag
8Ag]S puUe SWel|IM Auo| pue ‘oipey [endeq uo wnyaads jog S premp3 6a19
pue ‘Ue6Ipoy piAe( ‘3ouep AWwWoy |aun) pes 8y} uo yund Jo |nos ‘sefifiay
163y 1.UpIp A8y ‘suondaaxs maj e yim pue ‘way) paloud| Ajabie| aisnul

dod ysnug ‘sapisag Aep 1xau 8y} dous piodal e Uj Joj 40| bl A3y1 yorum
‘WaL} 0} 8xods Jey} aisnw 8oualadxa pjnod Aayy aoe|d Ajuo 8y} sem siy|

35409 J0 S80S A]jeg 9IU09| 8L} BuLieam Liog ‘SYoejs Uele4 pue doj 1931geY

B U] $An6 8y} Jo '3snojq YIS Uelfel| Ue pue Jys-anp, paes|d e u Jinasiq dsuo,
8y} 6uryoo| Ino deis pnom S|IB 8y} UaL) ‘G UoJ| 10y BUY) LM Jo SIagleq ‘sie
-SSaipJiey au1 1e 1uswiuiodde synuiwl 1se| -uofesedald (njaled Buuinbal (8usds
8ARI 3SN0UBIEM SOBE] BUY LJIM PasNJuaD 8Q Jou) Siakel, Joj JUBA] e SI/Sem
89uep e 0] Bujog 'sse|pJefias 80easa 0} shem punoj pue ‘Axas pue ‘snoljjagal
‘Bunof aJam am ‘JjasAL 8| Y0 8yl Ul pasiel Jo pue uiog Buisg 1ng ‘1o of )
sjualed LM Uoisua) aq 1Bl 8iay| jliejeisey, ‘spuadsal pmolo 8y pue juer
SIUBYD |N/481Se0} 8U) ‘Jle BU} Ul 3Youws pasm ‘Guiyao) spib Jo assad e ‘U0
4oea yum Bupjueys sAnb 1saya 8y uj sseq Buidwnuy) :39usyiadxs f1osuas

B SI/SeM 89UBp WalsAs punos e ojul Buiddals pue ‘) smouy i Sjas) oy

This British-born Reggae genre typically had romantic lyrics sung over a warm
melodic bass by young female and male singers like Carroll Thompson, Winston
Reedy, and Janet Jay with her 1979 hit Silly Games. Lover's Rock resonated
with a socially aspirational generation, and men and women wanted/want to
dance with each other leaving shadows of themselves on the wallpaper in many
House/Blues parties. It also empowered women to take ownership of the dance
and the dance floor, by, with, and for themselves, forging sisterhood.

By the early 1980s, Bob Marley was dead, and Dancehall had arrived. British
Reggae bands like Matumbi, Aswad, Steel Pulse, Misty in Roots and UB40
popularised Reggae music. Meanwhile, British born Saxon Studio and Jazzie
B (Soul I Soul) could hold their own in the diaspora with the ‘double chat
lyrics, and a fresh distinctly Black British sound. Sound system culture was/is
often represented as a male domain, yet many women ran Blues parties, ran
sounds like Donna Harley-Moore (Sista Kulcha), June Reid and Ade
Rosenior-Patten (Nzinga Sounds), and still do, like Valerie Robinson ‘Lady V'
(V-Rocket). They, and DJs like Lorna Gee and DJ Elayne, transcended
patriarchal prejudices from men and women, through their intimate
knowledge of the music, and how to address their audience.
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In the 1980s, some sounds created pirate radio stations with some eventually
licensed like Choice FM, which was later bought by Capital Radio. Sound
system culture in the UK has had a significant, yet rarely acknowledged,
influence on British music and dance culture. Through Reggae, bass culture
has shaken the foundations of British society with disenchanted white
working class youths becoming affected/infected, such as the Mods and
Skinheads, in awe of the Rude Boys, dancing to Ska in a racially mixed Ram
Jam Glub (Brixton), or reggae tinged Punk tunes and Rock Against Racism.
Sound system culture has also gone ‘outernational” migrating across the
diaspora with the Jamaican DJ Kool Herc playing his sound in the Bronx,
New York and giving birth to Hip Hop. In a globalised/postcolonial world
where black music and culture has been/is appropriated, the universality of
Reggae has inspired sounds in Brazil, Europe, Japan and Africa. In Britain,
sound system culture continues to provide a fertile ground for numerous other
Reggae & Funk-derived genres to sprout roots and grow: Jazz-Funk, Jungle,
Garage, Funky-House, Grime, Drum & Bass, Dub-Step. . .and so it goes on.

Michael McMillan mmcmillan62@btinternet.com

Give thanx & praises to all those who worked on Rockers, Soulheads & Lovers too
numerous to mention, including New Art Exchange (Nottingham), and 198
Contemporary Arts & Learning. A future exploration of sound system culture will be
developed with Autograph ABP. London.

198 CONTEMPORARY ARTS AND LEARNING
198 RAILTON ROAD LONDON SE24 0JT

tel: +44 (0)20 7978 8309

fax: +44(0)20 7737 5316

e-mail: lucy@198.0rg.uk

1 @198cal

I 198contemporary
www.198.0rg.uk
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