
WHAT MADE LCC ARCHITECTS’ 
DEPARTMENT SO DIFFERENT, 
SO APPEALING..?

GENEALOGY

Max Neufeld
General Works Division 1955-64 

Trevor Dannat
Special Works Division 1948-52 

Philip Bottomley
Housing Division 

Kate Mackintosh
Housing Division 

portraits by Ivan Jones

building architect
Hitchcock duality

Henry-Russell Hitchcock 
with	Brendan	Gill	and	Jacqueline	Kennedy	Onassis		
Victorian	Society	in	America	party,	1976

“The re-emergence of team-work in the planning and design of buildings in 
combination with the improved methods of factory production have resulted in a 

new “architecture of bureaucracy”. The procedure of work differs from that 
which went to produce the gothic building owing more to the development of 

scientific means for attaining mechanical precision than to any other factor.  

But parallel with the development of this architecture, there are still the few 
individuals working independently to create the “architecture of genius” that is, 

the prototypes that will set the standard in the next stage of bureaucratic 
development.” 

Architectural Review, January 1947

BUREAUCRACY

GENIUS

LCC

the workplace



County Hall
Westminster	Bridge	Road,	London	SE1	7PB

COUNTY HALL

OS map 
One	Inch	7th	Series	
1955-61	

MINISTRIES

PROFESSIONAL POLITICS 
mechanisms of power

MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION

LCC 
SCHOOLS DIVISION

EDUCATION ACT 1944

BUILDING 
BULLETIN PERSONAL POLITICS 

social ethos

the plan

County of London Plan 1943

“We conceived our instructions in 
the widest terms, assuming new 
legislation and financial assistance 
would be forthcoming”



County of London Plan

Royal Festival Hall

Alton Estate

Pimlico SchoolCITY OF LONDON

London County Council 
Architects’ Department

London College of 
Printing

Draper Estate

SCHOOLS DIVISION

HOUSING DIVISION

Elephant and Castle
PLANNING DIVISION

Oval Ambulance Station
GENERAL WORKS DIVISION

working day

The Changing Face of London
Stanley	Marks	1960	

the place

County Hall
Westminster	Bridge	Road,	London	SE1	7PB



shell centre COUNTY HALL

[HAYWARD GALLERY]

TATE GALLERY15 mins

6 mins

MORLEY COLLEGE8 mins

[FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN SITE]

OS map 
One	Inch	7th	Series	
1955-61	

Anthony Caro exhibition 
Hayward	Gallery,	1969	

Previously	:	PainOng	and	Sculpture	of	a	Decade,		
Tate	Gallery,	London,	UK,	1964

Anthony Caro 
Hayward	Gallery,	1969	

Previously	:	PainOng	and	Sculpture	of	a	Decade,		
Tate	Gallery,	London,	UK,	1964

Anthony Caro 
Hayward	Gallery,	1969	

Previously	:	PainOng	and	Sculpture	of	a	Decade,		
Tate	Gallery,	London,	UK,	1964

the workplace

North Block 
Entrance	from	Critchley	Street	/	York	Road	

Riverside Block 
CommiXee	Rooms	(1933-86)	

North Block 
Entrance	Hall	and	Staircase	(1990)	



Architects’ Department 
3rd	Floor	Offices	(1960)	

The Changing Face of London
Stanley	Marks	1960	

North Block 
Chief	Planner’s	Office	Room	448	(1974)

North Block 
staff	canteen	(1966)

Percy Johnson Marshall archive 
University	of	Edinburgh

Schools Division
North Block (Rm 671)

John Bancroft

Peter Banting

LCC dept phonebook

Philippa Fawcett  
Teacher Training College 
94/98	Leigham	Court	Road,	SW16	2QB	
LCC	1961-65 divisional groups university alumni



union membership

the LCC tea lady 
from The Youngest County

tea lady

[separation]
George Finch + friends 
Architectural	AssociaOon	

1950

group working

Blackwall Ventilation Shafts 
1961-2,	built	1964-7	

LCC	group	leader	Eric	Hayes,	job	architect	Terry	Farrell

125 Park Road   
1964

Brixton School of Building 
Ferndale	Road,	SW9	
LCC	1904-70

Brixton School of Building 
Ferndale	Road,	SW9	
LCC	1904-70



GUEST VISIT 
Leslie Martin, Frank Lloyd Wright,  

R. Furneaux Jordan and Leo De Syllas  
Main Entrance to LCC, July 1950

Robert Matthew, Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Leslie Martin

FURNITURE 
DESIGN

PRODUCT TESTING

MATERIAL  
INNOVATION

STREET FURNITURE

INDUSTRY 
CONNECTIONS

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL

EMPLOYMENT 
CONTRACT

Ann MacEwan 
Holland, 1950s

permeability 
 from other means

Alison and Peter Smithson

beyond the 
Department’s 

walls



Eduardo Paolozzi, Alison and Peter Smithson 

Group One: Theo Crosby, Germano Facetti, William Turnbull, Edward Wright 
Group Two: Richard Hamilton, John McHale, John Voelcker 
Group Three: J. D. H. Catleugh, James Hull, Leslie Thornton 
Group Four: Anthony Jackson, Sarah Jackson, Emilio Scanavino 
Group Five: John Ernest, Anthony Hill, Denis Williams 
Group Six: Eduardo Paolozzi, Alison and Peter Smithson, Nigel Henderson 
Group Seven: Victor Pasmore, Ernö Goldfinger, Helen Phillips 
Group Eight: James Stirling, Michael Pine, Richard Matthews 
Group Nine: Kenneth Martin, Mary Martin and John Weeks 
Group Ten: Robert Adams, Frank Newby, Peter Carter, Colin St. John Wilson 
Group Eleven: Adrian Heath, John Weeks 
Group Twelve: Lawrence Alloway, Geoffrey Holroyd, Toni del Renzio 

*commissioned by LCC 
*previously employed within Department

The French House 1955 
Willie Ronins 

Eduardo Paolozzi 1952 
John Deakin 

Gaston Berlemont’s Bar mid 1950s 
John Deakin 

The French House 
Soho, London

Colin St John Wilson, Douglas Stephen, Bob Maxwell, Alan Colquhoun, Edward Reynolds, Cedric Price, Frank Newby, Sam Stevens  

Smithsons’ House 
47 Limerston Street, Chelsea

Landlord: Theo Crosby

Mary and Peter Reyner Banham 
Oppidans Road, Primrose Hill (1951) 

William Turnbull, Richard Hamilton, Jim Stirling, Sam Stevens, Alan Colquhoun, John McHale and Frank Cordell 
Colin St John Wilson, Peter Carter next door  

Thomas “Sam” Stevens 
Marylebone High Street

Architectural Association 
Kenneth Frampton, Colin Glennie, Joyce Lowrie, David Gray, John Miller, Neave 

Brown, Joseph Rykwert, Patrick Hodgkinson, Paul Manousso

Liverpool School of Architecture 
James Stirling, Bob Maxwell, Alan Cordingley

Bradfield school 
Alan Colquhoun

Big Jim, The Life and Work of James Stirling 
Mark Girouard, pub Pimlico 1998

Courtauld Institute   
Peter Banham

Jim Stirling 
80a South Hill Park Road (1952) 

Stanley and Isabel Amis with William and Gillian Howell (1956) 

Richard Hamilton 

Jim Stirling 

Mary + Peter Reyner Banham 

Sam stevens 
Frank + Magda Cordell 

The French House 
The ICA (until 1968)

County Hall

Eduardo Paolozzi 
Alison + Peter Smithson 



Sandy Wilson 
The Bird’s Nest, York Road how did this 

manifest itself in 
architecture?

LCC Housing Division 
Alton Estate 

Colin St John Wilson, Bill Howell, Peter Carter, Alan Colquhoun 
 

Albert Drive, Wimbledon 
1950

Bentham Road,  
Hackney 
1950-55 

Alan Colquhoun, Sandy Wilson,  
Peter Carter, John Miller

GROUP TEN
“The aim of our collaboration has been to 

explore the ground that is common to 
architecture and sculpture 

We believe that the development of such 
collaborations ay lead to a more integrated 

human environment” 

This is Tomorrow exhibition catalogue 
pub. Whitechapel Gallery, 1956

William Mitchell 
Commission	for	LCC	
Housing	scheme,	Depford

Hermann Hat Factory 
Erich Mendelsohn  

Luckenwalde,	Germany	
1920

Munkegård School  
Arne Jacobsen 

Dyssegård,	Copenhagen	
1948-57

Bromley Hall School 
Bob Giles, LCC/GLC 

Leven	Road,	Bow,	E14	0GQ	
1964-68

sabbatical

social

Bromley Hall School 
Leven	Road,	Bow,	E14	0GQ	
LCC/GLC	1964-68

Orphanage  
Aldo van Eyck  
Amsterdam,	Holland	

1960-1

publication



tectonics: 
people 

materials

HYPOTHESIS:
- the specific working practices of the LCC established human 
and non-human links across professional boundaries 

- these immaterial structures had traceable impact upon the 
material, architectural projects developed from this environment

standardisation vs experimentation

department

ministry

industry
policy  
docs

art

political  
intent

outliers
biographical 

financial 
social 

political 
….


