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Abstract

The present paper discusses the emergence and development of Small Visual Arts Organisa-
tions (SVAOs) in various parts of the world from the 1990s to the present. SVAOs are structur-
ally small, non-profit spaces that are dedicated both to the production and to the dissemination
of contemporary art. They are characterised by their interest in the local community in which
they are located, as well as in diverse urban issues ranging from new technologies to the social
art practices in their cities. In spite of the potential practical and ideological similarities with
artist-run spaces, community arts organisations, and New Institutions, I argue that SVAOs
are a curatorial phenomenon in their own right and, as such, represent a missing piece in the
recent history of exhibition making.

Abstrakt

Pritomnd studie se zabyva vznikem a vyvojem malych uméleckych organizaci (SVAO — Small
Visual Arts Organisations) v riznych ¢istech svéta od roku 1990 do soucasnosti. Z hlediska
struktury jsou SVAO malé, nekomeréni prostory, jez se zamétuji na produkci a $ifeni soucasné-
ho umeéni. Vyznacuji se zdjmem o lokalni komunitu v misté svého plisobeni a o dalsi problema-
tiky méstského zivota — od novych technologii az po praktiky socidlné angazovaného uméni.
SnaZzim se ukazat, Ze i pfes mozné praktické a ideologické podobnosti s prostory vedenymi
umélci, organizacemi komunitniho uméni a Novymi institucemi se v p¥ipadé SVAO jedna o spe-
cificky kurdtorsky fenomén, ktery tvoii chybéjici ¢lanek v aktualnich déjinach vytvareni vystav.

Keywords
Small Visual Arts Organisations — exhibition-making — contemporary curating — art institu-
tions - collectivity - community

Klicova slova
SVAO (male umélecké organizace) - vytvareni vystav — sou¢asné kuratorstvi — umeélecké insti-
tuce — kolektivita — komunita

Ana Bilbao is an editor of Afterall Journal and a Research Fellow at the Afterall Research

Centre at Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts London. Her research focuses on the

history of exhibition-making and she specialises in the emergence and proliferation of SVAOs (Small
Visual Arts Organisations) from the nineties to the present in different parts of the world.

Ana completed a PhD in Art History and Theory at the University of Essex, where she often teaches.
She has worked in various areas of the cultural sector including arts education and curating.

a.bilbao@afterall.org

118

sesit 25 05.indd 118 11.01.19 12:32



