
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Media Release  - September 2018
CHARLOTTE HODES: WOMEN AND PATTERN

13 October 2018 – 24 February 2019
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Women and Pattern, the latest exhibition in The Bowes Museum’s refurbished ceramics gallery, will showcase the unique work created by ceramicist Charlotte Hodes over the past decade.

Hodes is a British artist whose work crosses a range of processes and is renowned for her large intricate papercuts and ornate ceramic vessels. Central to her work is the exploration of the female figure and its relationship to decoration and pattern. She uses standard vessel forms and everyday tableware, which she treats as her ‘canvas’, to build up rich and complex surfaces through a direct process of drawing and collage.

The display includes work from her Fragmented Images exhibition as well as examples of her work from her forthcoming installation After the Taking of Tea.

Two overriding themes in Hodes’ work, that she proposes to address in this display, involve the relationship between the pictorial and the pattern, and the representation of women. Her display will present examples of work from her time at the Spode factory and the Wallace Collection, up to the present day, and will include vases as well as examples of her tableware.

“I am delighted to have the opportunity to present my contemporary work amongst the ceramics collections at The Bowes Museum,” she said. “The space offers a formal display for what I hope sets up a dynamic narrative between the historic Collection and my own practice.

“In addition, I think that there are links to be made between my practice, in which women are central, and the role and presence of the Museum’s founder Joséphine Bowes.”

Charlotte Hodes studied Fine Art at the Slade School of Art (UCL) in the early eighties. She was the recipient of the Jerwood Drawing Prize in 2006 and is currently Professor in Fine Art at London College of Fashion. Her work is held in a number of public collections including the British Council, the Victoria and Albert Museum, Brighton Museum and New Hall Art Collection, Cambridge.

Charlotte Hodes: Women and Pattern opens at The Bowes Museum on Saturday 13 October and runs until Sunday 24 February 2019. 

The Bowes Museum is open daily from 10am – 5pm. For further information visit www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk 

Image captions, from left to right:

A Concise History of Vessels: Kettle on Brown, 58 x 29cm, Slip, hand-cut enamel transfer on earthenware,
2012-14. No credit required for photo

Vase for Mademoiselle Camargo, 40 x 28cm, Slip, sprigs, hand-cut stencilling, enamel transfer on earthenware

2006. Photo: Peter Abrahams
Filigree; Floral Sprigs, slip, sprigs, hand-cut stenciling, enamel transfer on earthenware, 54 x 26cm, 2009. Photo: Matthew Hollow 

Filigree; floral, 38 x 32cm, Slip, sprigs, hand-cut stenciling, enamel transfer on earthenware 
2008. Photo: Matthew Hollow
End

Notes to editors:

· The Bowes Museum was created over 100 years ago by an extraordinary couple, John and Joséphine Bowes.  Together they built up the greatest private collection of fine and decorative arts in the North of England and constructed a magnificent building to house them in.  The collection contains thousands of objects including furniture, paintings, sculpture, ceramics, textiles and many other items covering an extensive range of European styles and periods.  

· The Bowes Museum receives a core funding grant from Durham County Council and as a Major Portfolio Museum receives support from Arts Council England.
· The Bowes Museum has undergone major redevelopment, supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, One NorthEast through the County Durham Economic Partnership, English Heritage, Northern Rock Foundation, The Monument Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation, The Foyle Foundation, The European Regional Development Fund, DCMS/Wolfson Museum and Galleries Improvement Fund, Designation Challenge Fund, The Shears Foundation, The Richard and Suzanna Tonks Family Fund at County Durham Foundation, Durham County Council, The Friends of The Bowes Museum, The Headley Trust, Sir James Knott Trust, Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust, Fenwick Ltd, Mercers Charitable Foundation, Welton Foundation. 

· The Bowes Museum is a member of the Discover Durham partnership of attractions. Our commitment is to promote Durham as an exciting and vibrant group travel destination and to provide the travel trade with a professional and knowledgeable service: hotline number 0191 301 8531, www.discoverdurham.co.uk
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