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WEALTH DOES NOT DENOTE MORAL WORTH, 50 WHY DOES IT MAKE POLITICIANS POPULAR? ESSAY
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he rise of neo-conservatism and the

o popular resurgence of the right in Europe
T p— and America has produced the new right-wing
outsider.
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In Britain we have seen the UKIP phenomenon which revolves around the figure of

-TREBUCHET Nigel Farage. In Americd, Donald has confounded his critics by appealing to
. . many republican voters, and in France Marion Maréchal-Le Pen (pictured right) is

} making it ever more acceptable to be a right wing nationalist.

These figures speak to their native brethren by reflecting back to them their concerns
and dreams, and they each in their own way stand for something particular about the
nation they're from. Farage appeals to the nostalgic idea of a post-war Britain. His
advocacy of smoking and drinking brings to mind Gene Hunt, the 70s alpha male of
Life on Mars. Farage's suspicion of foreigners and his advocacy of traditional values
make him a popular figure for those who long for a society they imagine existed
before the European Union and immigration, complete with coronation bunting,
smoky pubs and far fewer ethnic minorities.
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In America Trump stands for something even more toxic: his mantra of ‘we will build

awall’, his open against Hispanics, his hatred of the who he denigrates
(much to the amusement of his audiences) brings to mind a more terrifying episode
of our history. This is the voice of people who want to wield power. Frustrated by
global integration, Trump stands for the resurgence of America as the only
superpower, at a time when that seems to the rest of us as an impossible and
dangerous manoeuvre.
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