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SOUTH SPECIFIC – WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ... 

IN 1979, A BUNCH OF BANDS FROM PORTSMOUTH FORMED BRAIN 
BOOSTERS, A COOPERATIVE AIMING TO PROMOTE ORIGINAL MUSIC FROM 
THE AREA. THE TWIN NOTIONS OF AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE, 
COUPLED WITH PUNK’S RHETORICAL CALL-TO-ARMS THAT WAS NOW 
BECOMING A POST-PUNK REALITY, PROVIDED LOCAL BANDS ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY WITH A TEMPLATE FOR DOING-IT-THEMSELVES. AFTER ATTIC AND 
THE FRAMES RELEASED THEIR DEBUT SINGLES ON THE BRAIN BOOSTERS 
LABEL, THE COLLECTIVE DECIDED TO GO ONE STEP FURTHER WITH A 
COMPILATION ALBUM OF LOCAL ARTISTS. A GIG BY ATTIC AND RENALDO 
AND THE LOAF AT THE BALI HAI SUITE MECCA IN APRIL 1980 HELPED 

SPREAD THE WORD AND GARNER MORE INTEREST IN THE PROJECT. IN 
THE END, EIGHT BANDS – ATTIC, RENALDO AND THE LOAF, TOXICOMANE, 
THE NICE BOYS, DANCE ATTACK (X), THE CHIMES, ANNA BLÜME AND THE 
FRAMES – CONTRIBUTED TO THE ALBUM. THAT ORIGINAL DISPARATE 
GROUP OF ARTISTS, POETS AND MUSICIANS INCLUDED PETE COOTE, ROB 
BARTLETT, MARK BUSHNELL, SIMON GREEN AND STEVE AUSTIN [ATTIC]; 
BRIAN POOLE AND DAVID JANSSEN [RATL]; NIKKI, ISABELLE AND JESSICA 
[TOXICOMANE]; LESLEY, JIM, SAM, NICK AND ANDY [DANCE ATTACK (X)]; 
DARYN PRICE, PETE TAYLOR, MICKY JEFFERY AND ADE OAKLEY [THE 
CHIMES]; GRANT, JOC, DONUT AND STEVE [ANNA BLÜME]; AND NICK 
RADFORD, MIKE MARSHFIELD, STEVE WOOD AND SUE JONAS [THE FRAMES]. 

THE ALBUM WAS AS ECCENTRIC AND ECLECTIC AS 
IT WAS EXPERIMENTAL, REFLECTING BOTH THE 
BROADER POST-PUNK MUSICAL LANDSCAPE AND 
THE PARTICULARITIES – AND IDIOSYNCRACIES – 
OF ITS PARTICIPANTS. RENALDO AND THE LOAF 
EMPLOYED GUITARS, DRUMS, GLOCKENSPIEL, 
CLARINET, TAPES AND LOOPS IN THEIR MUSICAL 
DE/CONSTRUCTION, WHILE ANNA BLÜME MIXED 
BASS GUITAR WITH WASP SYNTHESIZER, “GLASS” 

SYNTHESIZER, TIN CAN AND (DOCTORED) ELECTRIC GUITAR ON THEIR CONTRIBUTION, DEDICATED TO  
THE MEMORY OF JOHN MERRICK. THE CHIMES SUMMARISED THEIR APPROACH THROUGH A MANIFESTO – 
THE MELODY IS THE RHYTHM / THE RHYTHM IS IN THE MOVEMENT / THE MOVEMENT IS IN THE PULSE. 
THE NICE BOYS PREFERRED TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS BEHIND A SIMPLE QUESTION: ‘THERE IS A GREEN 
FIELD… FAR AWAY?’ AND INDIE PUNK POP BAND DANCE ATTACK (X) ‘CREATED SERIOUS FUN. MUSIC TO 
MAKE PEOPLE THINK – AND SMILE.’ TOXICOMANE, MEANWHILE, OBLIQUELY SUGGESTED THAT THEY WERE 
ENGAGED IN ‘EXPERIMENTS CARRIED OUT ON OUR DAUGHTERS.’ ON RELEASE, JOHN PEEL CHAMPIONED 
THE RECORD, PLAYING TRACKS ON HIS RADIO ONE SHOW, AND SUBSEQUENTLY BOTH ATTIC AND THE 
FRAMES RECORDED SESSIONS FOR HIS PROGRAMME. SOUTH SPECIFIC EVEN REACHED THE NO.1 SPOT 
IN A BERLIN ALTERNATIVE CHART IN 1981. RENALDO AND THE LOAF ARE THE ONLY SURVIVING BAND 
FROM THE ORIGINAL 1980 ALBUM – THE ORIGINAL SOUTH SPECIFIC ALBUM HELPED SECURE THEM A 
CONTRACT WITH RALPH RECORDS IN THE US (HOME OF LEGENDARY AVANT-GARDISTS THE RESIDENTS 
AND YELLO, AMONG OTHERS), PROVIDING THEM AN IMPETUS TO MAKE MUSIC FOR YEARS TO COME.  



IN 2019, REALISING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO DIY MUSIC HISTORY WAS IMMINENT, 
FORMER MEMBERS OF THE BRAIN BOOSTERS COLLECTIVE REGROUPED TO DISCUSS A SUITABLE WAY TO MARK 
THE OCCASION. MANY ARE STILL INVOLVED IN MAKING MUSIC, OR HAVE PASSED ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE 
AND ENTHUSIASM TO A YOUNGER GENERATION. AND SO, A PLAN WAS HATCHED TO REISSUE THE SOUTH 
SPECIFIC 1980 ALBUM ALONGSIDE A NEW COLLECTION OF WORK BY CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS FROM ACROSS 
THE CITY. THE ORIGINAL ALBUM HAS BEEN RE-MASTERED AND EXTENDED WITH EXTRA TRACKS FROM BANDS 
WHO WERE UNABLE TO TAKE PART AT THE TIME – BONUS TRACKS FROM THE MEDIA, AGAIN AGAIN, CLAIR, 
CARTOONS, RANK CHARM SCHOOL, A.D.B. AND ZEBRA ZONE WERE WRITTEN AND RECORDED AROUND THE 
SAME TIME AS THE ORIGINAL ALBUM, AND THE BRAIN BOOSTERS TEAM FELT THEIR INCLUSION HERE WOULD 
ENHANCE THIS EXTENDED COLLECTION OF MUSIC FROM PORTSMOUTH, 1980 AND 2020.





SOUTH SPECIFIC 2020

FORTY YEARS ON, SOME 1500 VINYL COPIES OF THE ORIGINAL SOUTH SPECIFIC ARE STILL SPREAD AROUND 
THE WORLD. THE BRAIN BOOSTERS TEAM WANTED TO CELEBRATE THIS LANDMARK POINT AND PASS THE 
BATON TO A NEW GENERATION OF DIY CULTURAL PRODUCERS FROM PORTSMOUTH. THIS SELECTION OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS FOLLOWS IN THE SPIRIT OF THE FIRST ALBUM, WHILE PROVIDING SOME DIRECT 
LINKS SPANNING THE PAST FORTY YEARS. FORMER MEMBERS OF ATTIC ARE INVOLVED IN RECORDING AND 
PERFORMING WITH THE MUVVAS, STEVE PESCOTT OF ANNA BLÜME RETURNS IN KORMORANT, THE MEDIA AND 
ACID ATTACK HAVE REFORMED IN RECENT YEARS AND RENALDO AND THE LOAF ARE STILL PURSUING THEIR 
UNIQUE VISION FOUR DECADES ON. MEANWHILE, POPPY-JOY CHERRY-DANIELS IS THE DAUGHTER OF JOC FROM 
ANNA BLÜME AND LOUIE SNACKS IS THE SON OF ‘THE SINGER’ IN THE NICE BOYS. 













TONIC MUSIC FOR MENTAL HEALTH – RECOVERY THROUGH MUSIC

TONIC IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANISATION BASED IN PORTSMOUTH. THEY RAISE MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS, CHALLENGE STIGMA AND PROMOTE MENTAL WELLBEING THROUGH MUSIC AND THE ARTS. 
THEY HAVE A PROUD HISTORY AND HAVE HELPED MANY ISOLATED AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE IN THE 
COMMUNITY. TONIC RUNS TWO CHOIRS – THE TONIC SKA CHOIR AND THE TONIC PUNK CHOIR. THE 
CHOIRS REGULARLY PERFORM AT GIGS, FESTIVALS, RALLIES AND EVENTS. TONIC ALSO RUNS VARIOUS 
WORKSHOPS, INCLUDING VOCALS, GUITAR, BASS, ART & CRAFT, CREATIVE WRITING AND PERFORMANCE 
ANXIETY. ALL OF THESE SERVICES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE AND HAVE HELPED MANY PEOPLE 
IN THEIR RECOVERY FROM MENTAL ILLNESS. 

TONIC HAS ESTABLISHED AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION WITHIN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY. TONIC RUN 
CAMPAIGNS AND HIGHLIGHT OUR CAUSE AT FUNDRAISERS, FESTIVALS AND ARTS-BASED EVENTS AND 
A REGULAR PRESENCE AT GIGS, FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HELPS US CONNECT WITH A WIDE RANGE OF 
PEOPLE FROM VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS, ENCOURAGES DISCUSSION, ENABLES PEOPLE TO SHARE THEIR 
EXPERIENCES AND HELPS REDUCE STIGMA. WE ALSO WORK AT FESTIVALS TO RAISE VITAL FUNDS TO 
KEEP TONIC SERVICES FREE.

GET IN TOUCH TO FIND OUT MORE, JOIN ONE OF THE CHOIRS, TAKE PART IN A WORKSHOP, OR VOLUNTEER.

TONIC PATRONS: TERRY HALL (THE SPECIALS), BARRY ASHWORTH (THE DUB PISTOLS) AND KEVIN CUMMINS 
(MUSIC PHOTOGRAPHER).

TONICMUSIC.CO.UK 


