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My expertise has always been my ignorance,  
my admission and acceptance of not knowing. 
My work comes from questions, not answers.

Wurman, R.S., (2001). Information 
Anxiety 2. Bantam Doubleday Dell 
Publishing Group. P56
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Theory itself is often assumed to be abstract: 
something is more theoretical the more 
abstract it is, the more it is abstracted from 
everyday life. We might then have to drag 
theory back, bring theory back to life 

Sara Ahmed, 2017:10

Sarah Ahmed (2017) Living a Feminist 
Life, Durham : Duke University Press 
pp10
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To date, mainstream design discourse has been 
dominated by a focus on Anglocentric/ Eurocentric 
ways of seeing, knowing, and acting in the world

Decolonising Design (2019) ‘A 
Manifesto for Decolonising Design, 
Journal of Futures Studies, March 
2019, 23(3): 129–132 
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The history of design is being told as the history  
of genius individuals (predominantly white men)

Mayer Ober (2019) ‘A Expanding 
Knowledges: Pedagogies of Freedom 
for Visual Communication. Available at 
https://depatriarchisedesign.com/
2019/01/23/expanding-knowledges/ 
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Reading Lists 
Graphic Design Programme (CCW) 2019


0.3% of authors were people of colour 
18% of authors were women 
11% of books had been published since 2000 
100% of the books Anglo/Euro publishing
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Education either functions as an instrument to facilitate 
integration of the younger generation into the logic of  
the present system or it becomes the practice of 
freedom; the means by which they deal critically and 
creatively with reality and discover how to participate  
in the transformation of their world

Shall, R. (1972) ‘Foreword', in Paulo 
Freire, (1972) Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed. New York: Herder and 
Herder, p34 
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Who are the designers represented 
in section 741.6092 of the library at 
Chelsea College of Arts? 
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Collect > Data 

Form 
Collectively explore 
and analyse the data 



Week 1

It was exciting to collect data about books that  
had not been recorded before, to be creating 
new information about the collection at Chelsea 

Student reflection 
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We organized these preliminary data according to 
different requirements, and the data became clear 
and easy to understand. 

Student reflection 
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Arrange Discuss Document Record

Wurman, R.S., (2001). Information 
Anxiety 2. Bantam Doubleday Dell 
Publishing Group. P10
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We found it very useful and impactful to physically  
position the data and categories on the wall 

Student reflection 
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Wurman, R.S., (2001). Information 
Anxiety 2. Bantam Doubleday Dell 
Publishing Group. P10

Arrange 

Time 
Location 
Category* 
Hierarchy* 
T+H* 
T+H+C* 
L+C* 
C+C* 

Discuss Document Record
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Arrange 

Time 
Location 
Category* 
Hierarchy* 
T+H* 
T+H+C* 
L+C* 
C+C* 

Discuss Document Record

Wurman, R.S., (2001). Information 
Anxiety 2. Bantam Doubleday Dell 
Publishing Group. P10
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It was poignant to observe the inequality between 
male and female designers and even more when 
we looked at the geographical split of design 
practitioners, African, Latin American, Indian and 
Chinese designers were nowhere to be seen, 
whole cultures missing from the map. 

Student reflection 



CFN Sharing Research and Practice 

26/02/21

Laura Knight

741.6092



Week 1Laura Knight

741.6092

CFN Sharing Research and Practice 

26/02/21

I thought this workshop was very powerful.  
I realised how key design can be, how we can 
contribute to change by making people think  
and feel abstract concepts through visualisation. 

Student reflection 
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We knew before that the design world wasn’t 
very representative. What shocked us was the 
prevalence such bias in an educational institution. 
The biases are going to continue as this is what 
young designers are taught. 

Student reflection 
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I found these practical steps really helpful as these  
were only fuzzy abstract concepts to me before.  
I can now see that I can contribute to this process  
in the context of my future work as a designer. 

Student reflection 
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This project has truly led me to reflect on the resources 
I draw on in my design practise. It helped me realise  
that I must make a conscious effort to broaden them. 

Student reflection 



Week 1Laura Knight

741.6092

CFN Sharing Research and Practice 

26/02/21

I’ve realised internalizing codes without questioning 
them is deeply problematic. I am working with 
representations that are not inclusive and I could 
influence the general perception of reality accordingly. 

Student reflection 
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Limitations

Location | Europe/Africa/Asia 
Taken at Data Discovery Workshop 
19/02/2020, Chelsea College of Arts
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Knight, L. (2020) ‘741.6092 / 2 / Data 
Discovery Workshop’, 21/02/2020 
lauraknight.myblog.arts.ac.uk/
2020/02/21/741-6092-2-data-
discovery-workshop/

https://lauraknight.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2020/02/21/741-6092-2-data-discovery-workshop/
https://lauraknight.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2020/02/21/741-6092-2-data-discovery-workshop/
https://lauraknight.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2020/02/21/741-6092-2-data-discovery-workshop/
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• Informing collection development 
• New resources to expand mapping 
• Visual Reading Lists
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