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Essay - text: LEE MACKINNON

Undecndablllty

Two years after leaving school, | was articulate thistra
walking through the small town where | " veYin8 cegrees O ISIERE 1 On€ Soures, 1 = 3¢
lived,hand-in-hand with agirlfriend, When  eeq nimeelt he died. In another. he was <uffering from
| caught sight of a former classmate. She a psychiatric iliness; in others, he was fearful of germs
approached, looking quickly from one of et Rl R i
us to the other. Before | understood what ¢ ./ o e e cocil |
was happening, | was, for the first time expectations of gendered behaviour. They attempted to |
B my life, thie subject of an aggressive bridge the gap between what we understand to be a su
assault: "You fucking Lesbian,” she said in %' °&“en anc whet can Be Ieres abau @ man
disgust, striking my face with some force,  tnese two identities without contradiction? The causes of
as if she hoped to submit it to permanent  Anorexia Nervosa are unknown. Young women are often
reform. Expecting no response, she ™" e o LA
disappeared as quickly as she had COME,  yic easy equivalence seems more likely o be a symp
muttering profanities. tom than a cause. It appears less easy to draw conclt
This event was surprising, not least s°nsaboutwhyar latter part of his life might
because | was entirely ambivalent about _ " ' ke o i
my own sexuality. Was | a lesbian? Was |  jiant mathematicians to b saln L
even a woman? Should | defend my right Doctor. But | do still find myself speculating on aspect
to ambivalence? Could | be a feminist """ S e L
when | was so ambivalent about my OWN et theory of undecidabiity.
gender and sexuality? These questions can teach us anything about re
were elements of an undecidable project, ™"¢ the !Imits of subjecti ‘ Lo
now brought to the fore as the tangible .~ o i meceearily rell

and violent discomfort of others. upon an impossible red
Th period of my life charact d by relir harm
N fort r h et I r r 1Ur I t €
"""" rty t 1 tur inwilli t t tt Kurt ( i ild ¢ t
\ r k el ytt n aged 12; Ist 2;
I { mt | 3 r atic T t C
t npted [ r f §
} nained forthe r f
) re hing theories Y ted God
) nterested In tt rk of Ki i )37 t r
) ( nd ithemat est k r ed nor disproved. A brief historical r
J ¢ tenes VNI ( N N f [o] r Dt
t } \d jable. Mc f ] her
rve f 1 { b b 71 r NI I Th
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(on the left)
Lee Mackinnon, Viscera 1 and Viscera 2, 2021

(on the right)
Lee Mackinnon, Rock, Paper, Scissors, 2021

of calculative logic that had characterised mathemati
cal systems since ancient Greece, and aspired to a for
mal system of logic that might describe the universe as
it actually was. While modern formalist mathematicians
such as David Hilbert, held on to the notion that their
discipline was entirely decidable and programmatic,
Godel was keen to point out that the consistency of axi
oms could not be proven. For him, Hilbert’s system was
too mechanical to reflect the actual state of things. Godel
claimed that even where axioms could be shown to be
true, there was no way of knowing whether they could be
logically consistent in all cases. He established the un
decidability of certain axioms, whereby neither true nor
false poles of a particular formula could be derived

The question of undecidability can arise in both ar-
ithmetical and linguistic senses. For example, the notion
that “this statement is not true, usually referred to as the
liar’'s paradox, presents us with a linguistic example of
an undecidable statement. It is a statement that can be
simultaneously true and yet untrue at the same time
Goédel’s theorem was an acknowledgement that logic
was essentially constructive. Furthermore, it highlighted
the fact that the human mind could not be confined to
logical systems (Bates 2005, 13). The radical proposition
of such notions cannot be underestimated, and is be-
lieved to have contributed to the foundational underpin-
nings of deconstruction that would permeate, and come
to dominate, mid and late-twentieth-century philosoph
ical thought, arts and architecture in Western Europe

A few examples should suffice to demonstrate the
possible reach of these ideas - both directly and indi
rectly. Undecidability had a huge impact on the (then)
hypothetical realm of computer science. In 1936, Alan
Turing published On Computable Numbers, with an ap
plication to the Entscheidungsproblem, considered to
be the first programmming manual of the computer age
and a founding document of modern computer science
(Copeland in Turing 2004, 6- 12). Turing’s work retains
Its importance in computing today, being critical to the
development of computational systems. The 1936 pa-
per develops Godel’s theory, demonstrating that not all
mathematical problems can be solved by computing
machines. Turing would demonstrate that some algo-
rithms are irresolvable: “for some problems there is no

algorithm which will terminate within a finite number of
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