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⟶‘...a feeling or sensation of connectedness, and the experience of mattering or 
feeling cared about, accepted, respected, valued by, and important...’
(Terrel Strayhorn, 2012, p. 4)
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Belonging

Compassion
⟶‘...noticing of distress and/or disadvantage to self or others, and a 

commitment to take action to reduce it’ (Paul Gilbert, 2005).



Assessment
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⟶‘If assessment shapes how and what students learn, as the literature 
suggests, and if we are committed to social justice within and through higher 
education, then surely assessment is key to the achievement of that social 
justice’ (Jan McArthur, 2021, p.6)
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Project Aims:

1. Identify areas of enhancement in assessment policies and 
practices to promote student sense of belonging and tackle 
issues of social justice.

2. Link this relational work with attainment gap/awarding 
differentials agendas in the creative arts.

3. Develop collaborative, dialogic, polyvocal and affective 
resources for staff development across the HE sector.



https://belongingthroughassessment.myblog.arts.ac.uk/
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Outputs: Blog

https://belongingthroughassessment.myblog.arts.ac.uk/
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Outputs: Launch Event

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belonging-through-assessment-pipelines-of-compassion-tickets-154559304039

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belonging-through-assessment-pipelines-of-compassion-tickets-154559304039
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Outputs: Symposium



Outputs: Digital Resource
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https://interrogatingspaces.buzzsprout.com/683798/46714
76-belonging-in-higher-education

https://interrogatingspaces.buzzsprout.com/683798/4671476-belonging-in-higher-education


You can follow the project here and get in 
touch if you would like to find out more....
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