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Doctor Doom

BOW, sLaves-- g
AND SHOW HIM
EARTH'S THRUE

Fantastic Four #5 (Lee, Kirby and Sinnott, Jul. Super-Villain Team-Up #12 (Mantlo, Hall and Wastelanders:Doom #1 (Grenbekk and
1962) Perlin, Jun. 1977) Ohta, Mar. 2022)



THE MOST
SENSATIONAL
SUPER-
SPECTACULAR
EVER WIBT:'JESSED

HUMAN
EYESY

Doctor Doom In The Marvel Age:
An Empirical Approach To

Transmedia Character Coherence

By
Mark John Hibbett

Thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements

for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

University of the Arts London
Central Saint Martins
October 2021




Supervillains

Not Brand Echh #6 (Friedrich and Severin, Feb. 1968)

Fantastic Four #10 (Lee, Kirby and Ayers, Jan. 1963)




Doom wins

#12 N A TWELVE-ISSUF IMITED SERIES
MARVEL SUPER RERUES

Secret Wars #4 (Hickman, Ross and Ribic, Marvel Superheroes Secret Wars #12 (Shooter, Zeck,

super-Villain Team-Up #12 (Mantlo, Hall and Jul.2015) Beatty, Adams, Nichols, Rubinstein, Apr. 1985)

Perlin, Jun. 1977)



Doom wins

P |
A T A

THE ULTIMATE /5
COLLECTION!

The Amazing Spider-Man newspaper strip
(Lee and Kida, 1982)

7N
Cloak And Dagger #10

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Mantlo, Blevins and Austin, Jan. 1987)
(Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)




Newspaper strip

WITHIN HiS REGAL COMMAND CHAMBER, THE
LORD OF LATVERIA SCHEMES AND GLOATS...

IT'Ss THE SAME THROUGHOUT THE GLOBE!
THE NATIONS ARE TERQROR-STRICKEN !

THEY FEAR THE
SECRETS I MAY HAVE
LEARNED, THE POWER I MAY

HAVE GAINED FROM MY
CAPTURED FLYING SAUCER!

The Amazing Spider-Man newspaper strip (Lee and Kida, 1982)

UNLESS WE ABANPON WAR
AND VIOLENCE, THEY WILL
RETURN TO DESTROY US--
BEFORE WE CAN THREATEN
THE PEACE OF THE




Watchmen

Watchmen #10 (Moore, Gibbons and Higgins, Jul. 1987)

FTER STUDYING SATEL-

LITE PHOTOGRAPHS,

THE KREMLIN [S5UED FROM
A caldTious RUSSIA
BULLETIN

RBACHEV OVER TWQ
STATED THAT AMILLIONM
IN LIGHT OF
ALARMING
DEVELOPMENTS
IN NEW THREATEMNING
YORIK s ALL.Y HE
WENT ONM TO
& SUGGEST
SUSPENSION

OF HOSTILITIES

UNTIL
oo '? S
Ay AN RER
ONISING
WITHDRAWAL EW
FROM AFGHAN-T A YORIK &
5 [STAN AS 2
S00M AS &

IMMEDIATE END TO
HOSTILITIES UNTIL WE'VE COMPLETE
EVALUATED THIS NEW / cONFUSION

THREAT TO -

AN
IMMEDIATE
SUMMIT (M
GENEVA

END TO
HOSTILITI ‘

YORK
TONIGHT)

THREE
MILLION

AND END
THE WAR [N
AFGHANISTAN
AS A GESTURE

Watchmen #12 (Moore, Gibbons and Higgins, Oct. 1987)



Cloak and Dagger

BEFDRE TOO LOMG THEY WILL
OM AND MELMRALIZE THE E

B RADISASZTHE WMATERLALS
HAWE SUCCEEDED

Cloak And Dagger #10 (Mantlo, Blevins and Austin, Jan. 1987)

"PON'T NOU SEET DOOM

HASN'T JUST RENDERED
NUCLEAR WEAPONS INERT--
HI& PARTICLE PROJECTOR
HAS NEUTRALIZED AL
MANMADE ATOMIC
REACTIONS!

AND WHAT \F HE CONCLUDES
THAT WE'RE MISUSING ELECTRICITY
NEXT7 WHY NOT NEUTRALIZE THAT,
0, RND{:ICX Us OUT OF THE

OR TAKE A7&& AWAY

AND 800T Us BACK TO
PREHISTORIC TIMESZ

—or OF PEOPLE R

DIED OF FAMINE, PLAGUE S

AND PESTILENCE N THOSE RSN =
PRENUCLEAR DAYS !

IN GREATER
NUMBERS THAN MAY
EVER FACE NUCLEAR

EXTINCTION.

50
ooom
AUST BE
STOPFED.




Emperor Doom

.

THE UNITED NATIONS, ‘“Lf PLEASE, THERE
TWO DPAYS LATER... : IS 80 MUCH

= THAT WE MUST
LADIES AND \ DO ”
GENTLEMEN, a——
GUESTS OF D)
THE GENERAL | X VICTOR VON
ASSENBLY, 5 LooM OF

MAY T H“i;\ LATVER/A
PRESENT--
o

SR e

YOou MAY
APPLAUD
ME LATER.

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)



Emperor Doom

IN ETHIOPIA , PESERTS BLOOM, THANKS
TO A RECISTRIBUTION OF LAND ANG AN
INELUX OF TECHNOLOEY FROM COUNTRIES
THAT WERE ONCE THAT KINGCOM'S

SWORN ENEMIES.

RULE OF SOUTH AFRICA (S
TURNED OVER TO THE BLACK
MAJORITY, AND THE COUNTRY
18 APMITTED INTO THE ,
UNITED NATIONS.

THIS IS OoBYIoOUSLY
THE CORRECT THING
TO DO-- WHY DIDN'T

THEY PO IT SOONERZ /

il i

1 i ,H\l'll I I

AT
il
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THE STock MARKET Booms,
INTEREST RATES FALL ;

PROLPUCTION RISES WHILE
b | CRIME ANP HUNGER PWINPL

R L \ \‘im [

e

] ARMIES BEGIN TO PISEAND;
\ REMAINING AT SKELETAL i
; | LEVELS TO AID /N NATLRAL f

—=_ PISASTERS. ANP ALL ,
. | BECAUSE OF ONE MAN. |

=

=

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)



Emperor Doom

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)



Emperor Doom

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)
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Emperor Doom

THE WORLD
ISN'T PERFECT,
HAWKEYE.

BuUT
PECOPLE ARE
EREE TO MAKE
THEIR OWN
CHOICES--AND
THAT'S THE WAY
IT SHOULD BE.

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)




Freedom

* Freedom from (negative freedom)
* Freedom to (positive freedom)



Negative freedom

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)



Positive freedom

YOU THINK ME A PESPOT-- Buj | T
MY STREETS ARE SAFE/

-

STAN o FRED
tee & kipa 1°11

- - =t RV % el

The Amazing Spider-Man newspaper strip (Lee and Kida, 1982)



Conservative comics

THE WORLD
ISN'T PERFECT,
HAWKEYE.

BUT
PEOPLE ARE
FREE TO MAKE

THEIR OWN
CHOICES--AND
THAT'S THE WAY
IT SHOULD BE.

YOU THINK ME A PESPOT-- BUT}
MY STREETS ARE SAFE! A l

STAN & FRED

Avengers: Emperor Doom (Michelinie and Hall, Jan. 1987)
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The Amazing Spider-Man newspaper strip (Lee and Kida, 1982)




Conservative comics

Amazing Spider-Man #801 (Slott and Martin,Aug. 2018)

POLICE!
% FREEZE!




When superheroes take action

@ THE I WARREN

= AUTHORITYz= I | N )y

—

A MARVEL COMICS EVENT IN SEVEN PARTS

/

Squadron Supreme #12 CivilWar #7 (Millar, McNiven, Red Son #1 (Millar, Johnson The Authority: Book One (Ellis Injustice (Peters, 2021)
(Gruenwald, Ryan and de la Vines, Dell and Townsend, and Robinson, 2003) and Hitch, 2020)
Rosa, Aug.1986) Jan.2007)




How stories work P &

Image taken from Harris Communications,

https://www.yourheroicjourney.com/

dventure Supernatural

Retdrn aid

(Gift of Threshol

the Goddess) KN OWN Guardian(s)
UNKNOWN

Threshold
(beginning of
transformation)

The  —
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Serial storytelling

Eastenders (BBC, 1985-presen t)




What's wrong with Doctor Doom
winning?
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What's wrong with Doctor Doom
wmnlng7

it MMARVEL COMICS GROUP
2| DR.DOOM awo MAGNETO!

BOW, sLaves-- Vg
AND SHOW HIM
EARTH'S

LISTEN TO MARVEL'S WA!
ON THE SIRIUSX]

Doctor Doom Slurpee Mug
(Southland Corporation, 1975)

Fantastic Four #5 (Lee, Kirby and Sinnott, Jul. Super-Villain Team-Up #12 (Mantlo, Hall and Wastelanders:Doom #1 (Grenbekk and
1962) Perlin, Jun. 1977) Ohta, Mar. 2022)
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“I've lifted the curtain on Latveria’s relaxing
new travel € S0 You can etjoy @ rustic,
romantic, -hero-free vacation in Europe’s
most pristine secret hide-away. Remember, I
want you to enjoy yourself, and in Latveria,
my word is law!" —V, Vor Doomt

Marvel Year-In-Review #1 (Mignola, 1989)

Sponsared by the Latocrian tourist unsait wal Air Listvwria
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