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Diagramming to encourage critical engagement 
with texts and contexts in Higher Education 

Adam Ramejkis & Laura Knight 
University of the Arts London

Drawing on ideas:
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This is us
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We work(ed) on the Graduate Diploma Graphic 
Design course at Chelsea College of Arts, 
challenging learners to consider their motivations, 
purposes and aspirations as designers. 
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The 
Graduate 
Diploma

Students are 
researching 

graphic design

We are 
making 

Workshops, 
curricula  
+ methods

To explore 
How we can 

use our 
positionality

To develop new 
ways of being  

a graphic 
designer

In order to 
progress to MA

That use 
Making 

reflection, + 
intercultural 

principles
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Words Power
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The pedagogical myth divides the world 
into two; the knowing and the ignorant, 
the mature and the unformed,  
the capable and the incapable 
Jacques Ranciere, The Ignorant Schoolmaster 
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Words

Understanding

Thinking as an  
act of translation 

Materiality as  
a common resource 
that enables sharing 
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Knight, Laura (2019) Unlearning: Co-creating more inclusive spaces in design education. In: Graphic Design Educators Network / Time and Space, 5-6 September 2019, University of West England.

https://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/view/creators/Knight=3ALaura=3A=3A.html
https://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/id/eprint/15820/
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Explication is the 
myth of pedagogy



11/10/21 Critical Perspectives (Workshop) Diagrams in response to Critical Alphabet by Dr Lesley Ann Noel 
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It is interesting to see everyones understanding 
through illustration. Even with the same idea  
and method, there are infinite ways to express.  
Because in most cases, peoples subjective 
experience is different. 
Yushi Zhang, Learner 



09/07/22 London Conference in Critical Thought 2022 1

Abstract

Concrete
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09/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Diagrams in response to Discontinuities by Henri Lefebvre 
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I really enjoyed making a diagram for this reading, 
it helped me to understand the concepts of space 
and time. I also enjoyed looking at everyone else 
diagrams because it helped me see the reading 
from different perspectives. This gave new 
meaning to the reading.

Kelly McColough, Learner 
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Individual

Collective



16/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Diagrams and zines in to Freespace Manifesto
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We discussed ideas with each other and then made 
a separate collage of the manifesto according to the 
points we thought were important. We then express 
our ideas at the same point at the same time and the 
collage becomes so rich. 
Yujuan Cui, Learner 



23/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Critical vs Creative Thinking by Sumire Yoshida



23/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group)
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We were able to interpret meaning from it and actively 
comprehend the message. In doing so we were able to 
agree or disagree with it  from our own perspective.  
This had far more rhetoric than simply telling the class 
‘exclusion is bad’ or that ‘conformity has consequences’ 
Lila Neergaard, Learner 
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01/03/22 Thinking Through Association (Workshop) Diagrams in response to Chain Links (1929) by Frigyes Karinthy 
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Theory

Practice
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Process Books 



Chuao Wang, Unit 1 Process Book 



Haoxuan Li, Unit 1 Process Book 



Haoxuan Li, Unit 1 Process Book 



Yushi Zhang, Unit 1 Process Book 



02/11/21 Talking about Reading (Group) This is what reading Guy Debord feels like… 

This is what 
reading Debord 

feels like…



02/11/21 Talking about Reading (Group) This is what reading Guy Debord feels like… 



02/11/21 Talking about Reading (Group) Lila Explains (or Complicates) The Culmination of Separation 



Lila Neergaard, Locate Manual 
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Jacotot’s pupils had it in themselves to learn  
by themselves; the teacher only provided an 
opportunity (a context, a situation, a framing 
structure) through which their power to learn 
became actualised 

Yves Citton, 'The Ignorant schoolmaster”: Knowledge and Authority
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