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DRAWING ON IDEAS:

Diagramming to encourage critical engagement
with texts and contexts in Higher Education

Adam Ramejkis & Laura Knight
University of the Arts London
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We work(ed) on the Graduate Diploma Graphic
Design course at Chelsea College of Arts,
challenging learners to consider their motivations,
purposes and aspirations as designers.
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The pedagogical myth divides the world
Into two; the knowing and the ignorant,
the mature and the unformed,

the capable and the incapable

JACQUES RANCIERE. THE |GNORANT SCHOOLMASTER
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THINKING AS AN
ACT OF TRANSLATION

UNDERSTANDING

MATERIALITY AS
A COMMON RESOURCE
THAT ENARLES SHARING

WORDS
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https://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/view/creators/Knight=3ALaura=3A=3A.html
https://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/id/eprint/15820/
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11/10/21 Critical Perspectives (Workshop) Diagrams in response to Critical Alphabet by Dr Lesley Ann Noel
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11/10/21 Critical Perspectives (Workshop) Diagrams in response to Critical Alphabet by Dr Lesley Ann Noel
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It Is Interesting to see everyones understanding
through illustration. Even with the same idea
and method, there are infinite ways to express.
Because in most cases, peoples subjective
experience Is different.

YUSHI ZHANG. LEARNER
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09/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Diagrams in response to Discontinuities by Henri Lefebvre
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09/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Diagrams in response to Discontinuities by Henri Lefebvre
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| really enjoyed making a diagram for this reading,
it helped me to understand the concepts of space

and time.

KELLY MC(COLOUGH. LEARNER
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| also enjoyed looking at everyone else’s
diagrams because it helped me see the reading
from different perspectives. This gave new
meaning to the reading.

KELLY MC(COLOUGH. LEARNER
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16/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Diagrams and zines in to Freespace Manifesto
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We discussed ideas with each other and then made
a separate collage of the manifesto according to the
points we thought were important. We then express

our ideas at the same point at the same time and the
collage becomes so rich.

YWUAN (VI LEARNER
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23/11/21 Talking About Reading (Group) Critical vs Creative Thinking by Sumire Yoshida
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We were able to interpret meaning from it and actively
comprehend the message. In doing so we were able to
agree or disagree with it from our own perspective.

LILA NEERGAARD. LEARNER
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This had far more rhetoric than simply telling the class
‘exclusion is bad'’ or that ‘conformity has consequences’

LILA NEERGAARD. LEARNER
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PRACTICE

THEORY
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Values / Beliefs

design for future
Ingenuity
creative

vanguard

Methods

observation
concept mapping
reflect / speculate

prototype

Methodology
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Chuao Wang, Unit 1 Process Book



Haoxuan Li, Unit 1 Process Book

Design
|deology

Designer as service
Providerible

only possible

Reality requiring

How design is understood
today and the purposes
and interests of designers.

Reflection on the social
context

Designer’s
Philosophy

s’

De&gns

Design’s
Vaules

Alternative Design -
Perspective

Critical

No counter argument

In the form of criticism or dissent.

Design




Haoxuan Li, Unit 1 Process Book

| In the Torm of criticism or dissent. | .

Affirmative
Design

Challenges the
design status

values held by

. : . Materialized form
affirmative design.
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elements

Communicates abstract
ideas through the
arranging of particular

Critique

Challenging the
current values
held by design
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ll Consequences

The Critical Reflection
Occurs When The
Viewer Or User Weighs
The Alternative Values
Against The Existing
Values Of Design.




Yushi Zhang, Unit 1 Process Book

unsolvable
social problems

speculative Design:

imagination
create new debate or discuss inspire or stimulate
perspective about alternative viewers’ imagination

ways of being

Realise the wanted or unwanted possible future
and problem, to understand the present better.
unconsciously change viewer's attitude, value and
behavior.
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02/11/21 Talking about Reading (Group) Lila Explains (or Complicates) The Culmination of Separation
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The Culmination of Seperation

The world is
very complicated.

Society (+designers)
take an abstract “spec” to
explain the whole.
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Lila Neergaard, Locate Manual

SPEC

This is a generator.

Abstract explains the whole.

So, when an abstract concept
simplifies, rationalizes, or
captures something natural

and complicated it becomes a
socially accepted as the rational
for that thing.

The spec becomes the fact.

(Guy Dubord, 1967)
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Accepted Social Fact

The “culmination” is the peak While this is useful for identifying

at which the spec transforms brands, everything can be
from just being a snapshot ora  explained through abstract
detail and becomes a socially ~ specs. This can skew social

accepted fact to rationalize definitions of groups, people
complex things. and places and perptuated as

social norms.
This has a lot of power.

Design and use specs wisely.
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Jacotot's pupils had it in themselves to learn
by themselves; the teacher only provided an
opportunity (a context, a situation, a framing

structure) through which their power to learn
became actualised

YVES (ITTON, “THE |GNORANT SCHOOLMASTER”: KNOWLEDGE AND AUTHORITY
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a context, a situation, a framing
structure

YVES (ITTON, “THE |GNORANT SCHOOLMASTER”: KNOWLEDGE AND AUTHORITY



