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MAJOR PROJECTS
5Ways

Worn Again Mistra Future Fashion I Mistra Future Fashion II Trash-2-Cash Herewear

BACKGROUND



Textile designer 
turned researcher, 
research centre 
director, systems & 
futures thinker, 
communicator,
facilitator, educator
coach & mentor

CONTRIBUTION
BACKGROUND



Where are we now? What have 
we learned about circular textiles, 
and what does the future hold for 
us all? 

Looking through the eyes of people - designers, producers 
and consumers - this presentation draws on recent research 
insights from Centre for Circular Design and World Circular 
Textiles Day 2050, to propose how we might work towards a 
fully circular industry.

Circularity and TextilesCIRCULARITY & TEXTILES
CIRCULAR TEXTILES
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Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation
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Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation Source: Mistra Future Fashion

… & BARRIERS
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Fashion Philanthropists

Fashion Sharers

Fashion Remanufacturers

Fashion Renters

Remanufacture Design Engineers

Embedded Academic Designers

Instore Remanufacturers 
& Advisors

Remanufacture Craftspeople

Remanufacture 
Designers

Rental 
Designers

Design 
Science 

Labs

Customisation Spaces

Instore
Fashion 
Libraries

Independent
Fashion Libraries

User ReMake
Spaces
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SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainability is a 
societal goal that 
broadly aims for 
humans to safely co-
exist on 
planet Earth over a 
long time.
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Circularity can support and even drive sustainability in the industry

SUSTAINABILE TEXTILES

PRODUCT

PEOPLE
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How to cut emissions in 
Sweden by 50% by 2030

Roos et al (2019)
Mistra Future Fashion

CIRCULARITY & NET ZERO
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Circularity pathway could 
achieve 26% of a 50% target in 
the UK

WRAP’s ‘Textiles 2030 Circularity 
Pathway: Transforming our industry for 
the planet’ (2021)

CIRCULARITY & NET ZERO
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Swedish industry vision 
for 2030. Reduce 
consumption by 10%, but 
make the products on 
offer more sustainable

Roos et al (2019)
Mistra Future Fashion

Buying less & betterLESS & BETTER
FUTURES FOCUS
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• Mechanical recycling
• Chemical recycling
• Biodegradability
• Water Solubility
• Compostibility

RECYCLING TECNOLOGIES

Cathryn Anneka Hall (2019)
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DESIGN FOR EOL
Feedstock
white textile waste 

Regeneration
Ioncell Process

Textile Processing
Woven 100% Ioncell

Manufacturing
Zero Waste - Male Shirt

Consumer

End Of Use
Returned to Brand

Recoloration

Collection

Retail

Brand

Brand
Sort for Regenration 

or Re-Sale

Mono Aesthetic Fabric
 

Mastercase - Material & Business Innovation 

Brand for Feedstock 
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DESIGN FOR EOL
Agricultural by-waste, like straw and seaweed, are 
currently giving us a new range of materials that can 
be created without using extra resources like land, 
water and pesticides.

The potential to create these in regional 
contexts, using local waste with differing 
characteristics, is the central ethos in the EU 
project, HEREWEAR (2022 – 2024)
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A term coined in 2011 by Glen Albrecht. He uses 
this term to argue that…

human history should enter a new 
era that is characterized by 
harmonious interactions between 
humans and all other living beings.

Source: https://symbioscene.com/matter-moves-mind/
Culturesphere Gallery, Munich, from 14 – 25 June 2022

THE SYMBIOCENE
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Synthetics and semi-
synthetics made from 
non-fossil sources

Source: https://www.commonobjective.co
Adidas biodegrable trainer made from spider silk

BIO SYNTHETICS
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BIO BASED WASTE

Eastman Naia™ Renew is a cellulose acetate fibre 
produced from 60% sustainably sourced wood from 
North America and Brazil, and 40% certified recycled 
waste material. Currently, the primary waste 
feedstock used in the production of Naia™ Renew is 
post-consumer carpets, with the ability to process 
other hard-to-recycle mixed waste materials which 
don’t necessarily need to be textiles.

The Material 
Lifecycle Wheel
Dr Laetitia Forst (2021)
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CIRCULARITY & PLACE
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Eternal Trench (2018)
Filippa K, Sweden

Mistra Future Fashion

Make things to last, and from 
materials that can be recycled. 
Polyester is pretty good for this.

SUPER SLOW
FUTURES FOCUS



Paper Leather Jacket (2018)
Professor Kay Politowicz 

& Hjalmar Granberg
Mistra Future Fashion

Make fast work for us.
(It’s not going away. 
Really, It’s not).

ULTRA FAST
FUTURES FOCUS
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Top 100 Project (1999-2019)
Professor Becky Earley

giving agency

MEANING & AGENCY
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SOCIO-
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Shifting to a 
circular textiles 
industry means 
starting as we 
mean to go on. 
Education needs 
to change.

Cultures of Resilience 
(2014-2016)

DESIGN & SOCIAL CHANGE
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Gender Equity

She 
Makes 
(2021-23)

GENDER EQUITY
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SCALE
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SCALE
Service Shirt
(2018)
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ECONOMICS

Sustainable change and circular 
economies need investment.
Our economic models and priorities 
need to change.

Kate Raworth’s Doughnut Economics (2017)
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WCTD 2050: 7 OCTOBER
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WCTD 2050: 7 OCTOBER
Get involved – 
become a 
signatory
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WCTD 2050: 7 OCTOBER
Making connections 
between planet, people and 
purpose, through 
investment, scale and 
behaviour change…
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DESIGN 4.0

Source: Design for Sustainability (Ceschin & Gaziulusoy 2019)
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9780429456510 

- Socio-Technical-Ecological System
- Socio-Technical System
- Spatio-Social
- Product Service System
- Products
- Materials
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FIND OUT MORE:

CENTRE FOR 
CIRCULAR DESIGN
Circulardesign.org.uk

WCTD 2050
Worldcirculartextilesday.com

PROJECTS:
5WAYS (2002- - 2003)
TOP 100 (1999 – 2019)
WORN AGAIN (2005-2009)
CULTURES OF RESILIENCE (2014-16)
MISTRA FUTURE FASHION (2011-2019)
TRASH-2-CASH (2015-2018)
SHEMAKES (2021-2023)
HEREWEAR (2020-2024)
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