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Why aren't we talking about The Beano?

• What's "The Beano"?
• Who are "we" and what do you mean "not talking"?
• Prove it!
• Why's that then?
• So what?



What’s "The Beano"?
• Longest running
• Highest circulation
• For children
• Working class
• Easily available and cheap
• The Beano "is" comics 
• Part of British Culture





What do you mean "not talking"?



Prove it!



Data collection



What was in there?
• 902 papers
• 292 texts (25 >1)
• 49 characters (11 >1)
• 229 authors (22 >1)



What are we talking about?

• Alan Moore (12)

• Tintin (11)

• Doctor Doom (5)

• The Walking Dead (4)

• Wonder Woman (4)

• Batman

• Clément Baloup

• Commute

• Erin Williams

• Fables

• Grant Morrison

• Harley Quinn

• Hellboy

• Here

• Herge

• Joe Sacco

• Lucy Knisley

• Lynda Barry

• Nina Bunjevac

• Olivier Schrauwen

• Persepolis

• The Phantom
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Further searching
• British comics
• Children's comics
• Children's literature
• Young people's comics
• Young readers



Further searching
• "Why are you laughing?: Children's Comics, Conflict and 

Community" (Dona Pursall, 2021)
• "Adventure, Comedy, and Romance: Explorations in British 

Comics" (Exhibition, 2019)
• "Behind The Panels: The Hidden Histories Of Women In British 

Comics" (Selina Lock, 2018)
• "Comics Past And Present: Balancing Historical And 

Contemporary Comics In The Exhibition Of British Children’s 
Comics At Seven Stories" (Mel Gibson, 2018)



Why’s that then?

•Unavailable texts? 
•Children's comics? 
•British comics?
•Humour comics?



What was in there?
• 902 papers
• 292 texts (25 >1)
• 49 characters (11 >1)
• 229 authors (22 >1)

• 267 unique texts

• 207 authors

= "Posh comics"





Biff Bang Pow! Comics aren't just for 
kids any more!



So what?





Why should we talk 
about The Beano?
•Gatekeepers
•Duty to field
•Duty to ourselves



Let's talk about
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