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Principles of ethnographic monitoring (Hymes 1980; Van der Aa & 
Blommaert 2011; 2017)
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Observation

Findings

Evaluation



The coloniality of language and pedagogy 

• Coloniality (Maldonado-Torres, 2007) that which survives colonialism
• The British colonial legacy English as a language of power and status (Duemert, 

Storch, Smith & Shepherd, 2020)
• Anglonormative practices some people viewed as deficient (Roy-Campbell 2003) 

or even deviant ( McKinney, 2020) 
• Some people are positioned as knowers but not others (Mignolo, 2009)
• ‘Western’ pedagogic traditions of dialogic and exploratory talk impose both a 

valued & culturally-specific classroom conduct  (Alexander 2020; Odeniyi, 2022) 
on diverse groups 



Decolonising the Crit?



Ethnographic fieldwork  – Fine Art

S
Tutor 1: Have you thought about working 
much bigger? I think you would really
benefit from working bigger...
Tutor 1: I find the size of the painting really 
limiting...
Tutor 2: I actually disagree with [tutor 
name]...
Tutor 2: I am really interested in colour … it 
felt quite juvenile to me ...

[All artworks: Graduate Diploma Fine Art student exhibitions, 2022]
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Peckham Safe House 
(London)



Data example



Data example



• English language use in EMI contexts - a form of 
coloniality? 

• Pedagogy - dialogic talk a Western tradition
• Language affects production of colonial art work 
• Non-verbal communication, vulnerability and crit spaces
• Find own language 
• Future research

Is it possible to decolonise the crit? 
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