Talking about things
we can see

CSM Outreach CPD
29/04/23



Session aims

Introduce key concepts in mapping, data viz and diagramming
Complete a series of practical visualisation exercises
Consider and discuss existing methods and practices

Design your own visual exercises

Develop a visual prototype based on your own context
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Introductions



Session aims

Introduce key concepts in mapping, data viz and diagramming
Complete a series of practical visualisation exercises



draw | 5 mins

— Visualise your journey from home to here today



share | 20 mins

— What do you notice about the different
ways people have approached the brief?

— How are the visuals similar?
— How are they different?






Concept #1
Time



ual:

time

Often visualized horizontally from left to right
(although this is a very western bias)
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draw | 5 mins

— take your journey
— visualise it again
— use a different representation of time
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Cconcept #2
Diagrams



ual:

diagrams

— communicate relationships
— use simple shapes and lines
— can be quantitative
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draw | 5 mins

— Visualise your journey again as a diagram
— Use a different diagrammatic base
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Round Tube Map — Jonathan Fisher 2012 http://www.massingbird.com/#/tube-map-design/
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compare
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Stefanie Posavec: Breaking Fasts: https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations



https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations

draw | 5 mins

Visualise your journey as a diagram

1. Draw a horizontal axis representing time

2. Mark out the stages of your journey and label them
3. You can use icons/symbols if you like ©

4. Give it a title
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ual:

Stefanie Posavec: Breaking Fasts: https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations



https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations

draw | 5 mins

Visualise your journey again as a diagram
1. Draw a horizontal axis representing time

2. Draw a vertical axis representing an emotion
(you choose!)

3. Give it atitle
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compare

&
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Stefanie Posavec: Modern Democracy: https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations



https://www.stefanieposavec.com/offf-chart-illustrations

draw | 5 mins

Visualise your journey (one last time)
Consider how experiences overlap in your journey
(this one is harder)



concept #3
lcons



ual:

ICONS

— traditionally look like the thing they represent
— tend to work on resemblance
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ICONS

H
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— they can also use metaphor/association
L






Concept #4
Symbols
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symbols

— may not look like the thing they represent
— shapes ‘stand in’ for meaning
— relationship must be learned
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ual:
hybrids!

— a combination of signs
— useful for digital concepts
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generational

—



Session aims

Consider and discuss existing methods and practices
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example #1

What was the challenge?

— Moving from one project to the next
— Limited reflection on the learnings
— Recency effect

— Addressing emotions
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example #1

— To design a one-page mapping sheet
— About a unit experience

— That Graduate Diploma students

— Can use to reflect on

— their experiences and learning in the
different projects across the unit

— To enable them to plan their next project
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example #1

A

H
different projects across the unit

l
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LOCATE (MANVAL)

VISIRILIZE

PURLICIZE

RloTYPE

LOCATE (PROPOSAL)

1. CHOOSE A COLOUR OR A SYMBOL TO REPRESENT EACH
OF THESE FEELINGS. ADD THEM TO THIS KEY

THEN FILL IN THE BOXES

REMEMBER. YOU MIGHT HAVE FELT DIFFERENTLY AT
DIFFERENT POINTS IN THE SAME BRIEF!

i BEST PROJECT EVER

i GOOD PROJECT. ENJOYED IT
. men

| HARD TmES

! THE WORST!

2. LAREL THE GOOD MOMENTS.
WHAT DID YOU REALLY ENJOY?
WHY? DID YOU ENJOY SOME PARTS
OF THE PROJECT AND NOT
OTHERS? WHY? WHAT WOULD YOU
LIKE TO TAKE FORWARD INTO
FUTURE PROJVECTS?

3. LAREL THE BAD MOMENTS.
WHAT DID YOU NOT ENJOY?
WHY? WHAT WAS A STRUGGLE?
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO IMPROVE?
WHAT WOULD YOU DO
DIFFERENTLY NEXT TIME?
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example #1

A

reflect on
— their experiences and learning

l
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1. CHOOSE A COLOUR OR A SYWROL TO REPRESENT EACH i | BEST PROJECT EVER
OF THESE FEELINGS. ADD THEM TO THIS KEY >
THEN FILL IN THE ROXES AROVE || GO0 PROJECT. ENJOYED IT
y ; MEH
T POINTS IN THE SAME BRIEF! HARD TIMES

L THE WORST!



Udl.

1. CHOOSE A COLOUR OR A SYWROL TO REPRESENT EACH i | BEST PROJECT EVER
OF THESE FEELINGS. ADD THEM TO THIS KEY >
THEN FILL IN THE ROXES AROVE || GO0 PROJECT. ENJOYED IT
y ; MEH
T POINTS IN THE SAME BRIEF! HARD TIMES

L THE WORST!
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example #2

What was the challenge?

— ‘all research’

— unrealistic planning

— not maximizing on strengths
— valuing different types of skills



ual:

example #2

— To design a timeline
— About design process
— That foundation students
— Can use to reflect on
— their most (and least) successful project
— their learnings from those experiences
— To enable them to plan their next project
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example #3

What was the challenge?
— Understanding the assessment criteria

— Drawing out what students were
struggling with to better structure tutorials

— Students seeking general rather than
specific feedback
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example #3

— To design a radial diagram
— About the assessment criteria
— That BA students

— Can use to reflect on their confidence
levels in relation to the learning outcomes

— To enable a conversation at formative
assessment about their needs
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Break time
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Process

@

Define

The challenge that
students are facing

=5

Plan

Write a short concise
brief setting out what
you want to achieve

4

LN

Design!

Experiment with
visual possibilities



talk | 15 mins

— What are the challenges the
students are facing in your subject?

—How might you use visualization
to support them?



one-line brief | 15 mins

— To design a...[format]
— About...[topic]

— That...[students]

— Can use to...

— To enable...



discuss | 30 mins

— How might you approach this visually?

— Sketch out some ideas and discuss
them with your partner...




Stay In touch!

Laura Knight
l.h.knight@arts.ac.uk

Laura Knight / Course Leader/ MA Communicating Complexity / Central Saint Martins
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