Three Generations Of Dennis The Menace
How Gok Wan created a new storyworld superpower
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* Longest running British children's comic
* Biggest selling British children's comic

* Published weekly since 1938

* Dennis The Menace since 1951
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How Walter appears inthe strip
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7. Seoctiness

eharacter’s haie parting and style
2. The character’s distinctive round reading glasses

3. The characier’s cholce of spotty ties and vintage apparel
The character’s enjoyment of classical music (because he thinks it makes

5. The characier’s bulish babavicur with peers and stopping others from

6. The characier’s insistence 10 remind others of his father’s successful career

GRIEVANCES Ways the comic says Rees-Mogg impersonates Walter

\
WALTER

Backbencher Jacch Rees-Mogg
v

5YDANBLOOM Poifiaifeprer
TORY MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
has been threatened with legal
action by the Beano for “mas-
querading” as a cartoon toff.
m's comsc sent
the Old

nfninging the intellectnal property
nights of our cartoon characters and
masquerading as Walter Brown.
“There are numerous instances
whereby you have adopted imagery
and brand essences of the character
to the benefit of cing your

The Light-hearted letter lists
seven ways in which the right-wing
MP. 4 “distinctly copied” the
g his “vintage

apparel”, his hair parting and his
stopping others from having fun.

Mr Rees-Mogg said: "Comparec
to me, Walter the Softyisa Rambo
like figure, whom I would not b¢
bold enough to emulate”

Walter made his first ]
o SRl e e
“Softy” nickname was later droppec
with changing culture. He stil
features as Dennis’ arch-enemy.
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Every Thursday * Kk * * THE BEANO JAN. 26th, 1985
TOOTH FAIRIES — HUH! DON'T. /e . i

BELIEVE IN THAT SOF T, — _— -
TITTER! IVE STAYED QUT PAST
e M4 BEDTIME ATA FANCY DRESS)
=\ —— PARTY — HOW NAUGHTY.
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- AND GNASHER

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

THE TOOTH FAIRY WILL HAVE
E PAY DOUBLE FOR THAT
JANT TOOTH! J=or

THANKS FOR
THE SCRAP..
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WONDER WHY MY FEET)
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YOU VE WORN OUT THE SOLES
OF YOUR SLIPPERS SPANKING DENNIS!
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What do you think,
Dennis? He's taken
years offF us.
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A VOTE FOR N

DENNIS'S DAD IS A
VOTE FOR SOMEONE

WHO HATES YOUR
GREENHOUSE!

YOU?! YOU
USED TO LOOK
AWESOME!

O
-
-0
o W
WN
w
o
o
<
< =




BACK WHEN DAD WAS DENNIS'S AGE, ABOUT

NICE CATCH,
DAD!

THE HORRIBLE }
PAINTING OF
GRANDAD?

GOOD PAINTING, THIS ||
IS REALLY WHAT HIS
FACE LOOKED LIKE!
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THEMENACEFAMILY,

Beano #4077, 20 March 2021




THOSE WERE THE ANCESTORS, NOW MEET WE HAD A SON
THE THOROUGHLY MODERN MENACES! CALLED DENNIS,

MARRIED
BEFORE THE
WAR!

GREAT GRANDPA MENACE GREAT GRANDMA MENACE

| MARRIED
SANDRA, AND

WE HAVE A

BEAUTIFUL

EXPENSIVE,
BUT
BEAUTIFUL
ALL THE

SANDRA MENACE DENNIS MENACE SR.

| MARRIED CATHY,
AND WE HAD A

GRANDAD MENACE

THAT'S HIM
DOWN THERE!

I'M NEVER D ILET MY

\ GROWING OLD! p— % NAPPY DO THE

TALKING!

WE CALLED HIM DENNIS
AFTER HIS PA/




BERNO

THE DENNIS COLLECTION

Cover dates
05/05/1951
21/01/1961
15/08/1970
03/05/1980
21/09/1991
07/10/2000
23/01/2010
08/01/2020




Storyworld

Locations

Other Characters
Objects

Previous Events




~ PALGRAVE STUDIES IN COMICS AND GRAPHIC NOVELS

Mark Hibbett
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Storyworld

Locations

Other Characters
Objects

Previous Events




Percelved behaviour

Year Description

1951 -

1961 "Dangerous”, "Horrible"
1970 "Need strong nerves to cope with...
1980 "Atrocious"

1991 "Horrid", complaints received

2020 "World's wildest boy"




Personality traits
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1951 1961 1970 1980 1991 2000 2010 2020

—EXTRAVERSION AGREEABLENESS
CONSCIENTIOUSNESS~—NEUROTICISM
OPENNESS
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Motivations

Year Motivations

1951 Cause harm to others, personal gain
1961 Escape from authority

1970 Helpothers
1980 Escape from authority, personal time
1991 Cause harm to others, escape from authority
2000 Personal gain, help others

2010 Personal gain, escape from authority, cause harm to others ¥ig

2020 Adventure




wow!
YOUR TUMMY'S HEY/ | WAS LIKE
TWICE THE SIZE YOU WHEN | WAS YOUR

AGE, 50 YOUI'LL BE LIKE
ME WHEN YOURE




THAT MAKES DENNIS MY | CHOSE 70
COUSIN! URRGH!' BECOME A
MENACE. .

| MARRIED INTO '

THE FAMILY! I

P SANDRA'S My TN
. sisTer! |
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The power of an immortal
The soul of a human
The heart of a hero.
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Three Generations Of Dennis The Menace
How Gok Wan created a new storyworld superpower
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Three Generations Of Dennis The Menace
How Gok Wan created a new storyworld superpower
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