
 
Slow scrutiny – Approaches to Printmaking in a time of Covid. 
 
 
The exhibition of prints focuses on a shared sensibility and overlap in some of 
the recent works by Leora Brook, Paul Coldwell and Johanna Love. These prints 
are all ‘quiet’ images, predominantly monochrome, and all are representations 
of familiar objects/matter, scrutinised closely and paradoxically made less 
familiar through this scrutiny. In essence they focus on the micro as a 
representation of the macro world. 
 
In the context of Covid, new relevance and resonance of the themes emerge.  
The importance of touch and connection to the physical world, the sense of 
isolation and the use of the ordinary or familiar as vehicles for the mind to 
travel far beyond. 
 
Brook’s mezzotints of folds of sheets are small, secretive and mysterious.  The 
laborious drawing of the image resonates with the sense of time slowed down, 
a frozen glimpse of a moment. The intimate, overlooked, material event 
metamorphoses through touch into a sombre site of ambiguous implication.  
 
Coldwell’s prints pursue his long-term exploration of the language of still life, 
here developing images that originate in the studio as models made from a 
variety of materials including sugar lumps. These images, mediated through 
half-tone, engage the viewer with the act of looking, placing the image just 
beyond touch. 
 
Love uses the slow process of stone lithography to transform the deadpan 
strangeness of scientific images of dust particles into something more human, 
material and physical. She sees drawing on the grainy stone as a collaboration 
of image and surface, the image slowly emerges, like a fossil being gradually 
made visible. 
  
Together they represent distinct strategies through the process of printmaking 
to address the sense of introspection brought on by the pandemic and to 
highlight the power of imagination to escape physical restrictions. 
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