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Photography is 

alright, if you don’t mind looking at 
the world from the point of view of a 
paralyzed Cyclops – for a split 
second…

- David Hockney
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Everyone knows that we need two eyes in 
order to see anything in relief and make a 
choice. Anyone who aims a gun knows this. 

- Paul Virilio
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the disembodied gaze...that is a-temporal 
and does not even know that it has a body 
let alone a body involved in looking

- Mieke Bal
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Traumatic memory is like 

‘a series of still snapshots’… it can 
be difficult ‘to see more than a few 
fragments of the picture at one time, 
to retain all the pieces, and to fit 
them together.’

- Judith Lewis Herman 



‘Because domestic violence photography is done indoors the light sources used have relatively low intensities 
compared to sunlight. Therefore the choice of film and the settings for the aperture and shutter speed need to 
be adjusted to allow enough light to reach the film while still being able to hold the camera. It is possible to 
"blur" a picture when holding a camera if the film and the shutter speed are too slow…It is important that the 
camera has a built-in light-meter, as photographing without one will be nearly impossible .’

- Lieutenant James O. Pex, Oregon State Police 
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Does a refusal of mastery mean a rejection of photography?
Or of writing?
Is the only way through this to write from the “I”? 
Or make photographs that bring the “eye” into the picture? 



We are being robbed of the illusion that we can 
predict what will happen in the space of a second, a 
minute, an hour or a day…Across the world, people 
are desperate to feel they have turned a corner, that 
an end is in sight, only to be faced with a future that 
seems to be retreating like a vanishing horizon, a 
shadow, a blur. Nobody knows, with any degree of 
confidence, what will happen next. Anyone 
claiming otherwise is a fraud. 

– Jacqueline Rose 
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