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INTRSDULTISN

O©ur contribution is an experinment in memetic worlding. It explores what could happen
if we generated pluralistic, positive visions as an alternative to today's vastly nihilistic
nenescape. Initially, our attenpts to create menes antithetical to nihilisn ended up
#wholesone, and did not necessarily represent a radical or visionary enough departure
from the status quo. To ivagine a more divergent shift, we decided to escape the
constraints of the current moment and turned to worldbuilding, science fiction and
futuring technigues to envision scenarios set in an alternative place and tinme.

As for a theoretical franmework, we found Netanmodernism helpful in thinking beyond
static categorization:

Ontologically, metamodernism oscillates between the modern and the
postniodern. It oscillates between a modern enthusiasn and a postnviodern irony,
between hope and melancholy, between naivete and knowingness, enpathy and
apathy, unity and plurality, totality and fragnaentation, purity and ambiguity.*

Usefully, metamodernism allows space for multiplicity and anbiguity - o think more
divergently and less naively about what a 'positive' might mean in a complex context.
In other words, there is never just one narrative. Life can be absurd and meaningless,
but we can still believe in hope.? It is worth noting that our ain here is nok ko establish
a telos, nor suggest that we should follow a set path to a preconceived future. Instead,
we hope these ideas might spawn others, beyond the reach of our own imagination.

We want to acknowledge here that a certain amount of financial stability, and
therefore privilege, was necessary to conmplete this contribution. From the outset, the
project is therefore limited in scope. It is a result of the ways of knowing and being of
two white, gender non-conforming people of Anmerican and Gernan-Amierican origin.

We tried ko include diverse perspectives and collaborators in this project. However, for
the tine being, these are liviited to our extended network. Creating a truly pluralistic
project would require the addition of many more contributors. Much like a good mene,
we hope it will travel and provide a loose enough franmework to eventually incorporate
broader perspectives.

Xo The Trans Bears

1 Tinmotheus Verneulen & Robin van den AkKker “Notes on metamodernisn,” Journal of Aesthetics & Culture 2,
no. 1 (2010). doi: 1@.34@2/jac.v2i@.5677.
2 Sinon de la Rouviere, “Exploring Metanmodernisn and ©ptimistic Nihilisn in Scifi,” Sinon de la Rouviere,

accessed April 2, 2021, https:/blog.simondir.com/.






PROLOEUE

Hello!

Nene Squad here. INe decided to share our story as a message of hope,
and as proof that change is always possible even with limited nmeans.
This story centers on internet menieing, a seemingly innocent cultural
phenomenon that brought us rogether. Menmes are funny bits of content
that are remixed and shared online by people. If you think of memes as
tiny bits of cultural DNA then, like us, you might be able to imagine using
them to alter the status guo. e hope you might discover their radical
potential and want to make mischief as we did.






Our NMenme Squad et at a time we now refer to as The Ruins. Hunan and
natural systens were on the brink of collapse. Our societies and politics were  ,
the renmnants of violent pasts, built on a logic of expansion, exploitation and
extraction. Much of our work and leisure were organized around producing
value for corporations. Financial wealth was the main indicator of success
and determined our position in the social hierarchy.

The circunstances left us exhausted, isolated and alienated — everyone their
own island. Few were ivaginative enough ko guestion the narrative we were fed:
that it was easier to imagine the end of the world than the end of the systems
that governed our lives. As apathy grew, irony and cynicisn were normalized
in online and offline culture.

iﬁﬁw' gt i), Y W

J. “: w“\l‘ i‘\“.‘\\“\‘ \\\\\ - : ’ ; "
‘.wl . .“,,w g l\mm \\ L
g g o s ‘m\m\ - L
’gl::ml'“ T s “‘“““{‘\' b\ e
o i ..mﬂmll ll\mxm\\“ \ '
;mll' “mllll n A ™

. ! gt | | [¥lie \““‘“\\
5 \ WA LT

o\ 3“\%\‘\:\
v .

A SN e\
Wm\m»a ,_\\“. A



Anyone else ever feel
like dis?

LMAO...SO TRUE!

We should b more like
trees n shrooooms

0 emgee, yea!

Thought | was the
only one lol. Phew.

Yeee, let's go!




We ridiculed old power, and laid bare that the concepts and systems invented
by humans were impressionable to our resistance and change. Our signs of
resistance attracted others. An intense burst of optimism began to germinate
and fill the narrative void of The Ruins.
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SO {LDERNESS m m : M
with SURVIVAL GUIDE

FORAGING I ZA AN GETI{EM 7m

O3M1Z3M is online
D3N1Z30: Hey anyone here? Co

D3NIZ3N: I need the weather forecast for tomorrow!

D3N1Z3N: Peeeceeeceepssss? Hellooooooooooooooooooooo?



Any solar servers up? HydrO
GRRRL running low.

A LoL!

No srsly tho!

SUNSHINE 12 COMING
ONlineIN 2.5 h.
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i'ﬂl'ﬁ" REMEMBER
THIS GUY LOLODLOL? -

AHRHANK?
HEVER 4%
THOUGHT s
I°'D SEE HIM Y

AGRIN? 77589

HHAT RBOULT —
THIS 1?7?77

LMADDDD: LITERALLY
MY KELP FARM?




After a rocky and generative decade in The NMakeshift, we found Deep
Adaptation. While in many wauys still reeling, we were freed from old societal
constraints. Propelled by necessity, we studied and learned from previously
narginalized hunman and non-human voices — forgotten or disregarded waus
of knowing and being. e organized our lives and technologies around the
rhythms and cycles of natural rather than artificial intelligence.

The INeb transfornied into an entirely new entity, hosted by sun, wind and
water. Realizing that our networks ran on the sane energy sources and
ninerals as Earth's ecosystens, we began to wonder if there were ways to
conneck hunan networks ko natural ones. e developed an adapter to plug
into nmyceliunn-and root networks. Our protocols were then able ko develop
nmenetic code in synbiosis with the natural world. ©ur self-inmage shifted
dramatically when we realized we were in essence all part of the sanie earthly

nervous systen. Turns out, natural and cultural DNA is one and the

sane thing, and Earth is the greatest memer of all.
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Of course many cultures had long known and embraced this. For those who
hadn't, scientific evidence made the difference. ©ld concepts of the boundary
between self and other dissolved and became obsolete. Once the loneliest
species on Earth, we were now able to understand ourselves as holobionts:
nulti-species organisiis in constant conmniunion with those in and outside
ourselves. In the present day, we make no distinction between
nature and culture. They have merged into one word:
nurture.






ERILEOEBUE

That's all fronm us for now. All we're really saying is that ‘nonsense’ can be an
effective counter to hegenonic ‘conmnion sense’. Don't et the bullies win. And
nmost importantly: don't forget to lol together.

If you wanna get in touch, find us @ambigutopia.lol wherever you get your
nenes. We'll kry ko get back ko you through deep tinme.

xo Nene Squad
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