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This paper introduces a project examining fan understanding of the character coherence
of transnational variations of Donald Duck in stories appearing in pan-European comic
books, with those published in Donald Duck Weekblad in the Netherlands providing a
central case study.

« How is the character of Donald Duck transformed when transplanted from the USA to
other cultures (specifically the Netherlands).

« How can Donald Duck co-exist as both American and Dutch in the pages of the same
publication.

« How could this be analysed using a data-led approach.

« How could the data to do this be generated.

« What happens next.



First Disney Comics in Europe

Italy (April 1932)

France (June 1934)

Sweden (September 1948),
Norway (December 1948),
Denmark (March 1949),
Germany (August 1951),
Finland (December 1951)
Netherlands (October 1952)

In 1950 Belgium started with
"Mickey Magazine", the Dutch
translation of the French-language
magazine with the same name.
This magazine existed until 1959
when subscribers switched to the
Dutch publication.
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From America to the Netherlands - Uncle Scrooge/Oom Dagobert

WALt Disney
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BUT, SOMEHOW, THE SIGHT OF ALL
THIS VAST FORTUNE DOESN'T CHEER
ME UP LIKE IT USED TO !
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NOR DOES T FEEL COOL AND
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\_,\__CE:ONG PAST]

IT_ISN'T THAT I DONT LOVE MONEY
AS MUCH AS EVER — IT'S JUST
THAT — WELL,ID BETTER GO

[ SEE A DOCTOR,
Q

“The Mysterious Stone

Uncle Scrooge 8.
Script and Art: Carl
Barks, December 1954.

Dutch reprint 1956
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Timeless Transnationalism

...; hence also the reference to stories timelessness. There is no progression between the
stories, therefore they allow no progression in us. In reading them, we trap ourselves into their
childishness.

Martin Barker. Comics: ideology, power and the critics, 1989

Transnationalism and Translation

Coming at comparative studies of comics through issues of translation offers some particularly
useful insights because the issues are larger than what does and does not translate from one
country to another. Such studies have to deal with the interplay between the visual and text and
how to shift one is to shift the other..... Another way of doing comparative work on comics and
their international dimensions is to look at the political economy of their production as they
move from one culture to another.

Ian Gordon, Kids Comics, 2016.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During the 1950s the Dutch publication Donald Duck Weekblad gradually started to introduce locally produced strips alongside their usual American reprints. Other European Disney magazines did the same, and soon began sharing material with each other. Strips produced in these other national centres of production would have to be translated and occasionally redrawn to fit the local context, such as dollar signs being redrawn to reflect the local currency, and thus the character coherence of Donald Duck was often unstable and subject to change.
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Script: Mau Heymans,
Pencils: Mau Heymans,
Ink: Tony Fernandez
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Unified catalogue of transmedia character components

Character-Specific Storyworld-Specific
Appearance Locations

Names And Titles Other Characters
Physical Actions Objects

Dialogue Previous Events
Behavioural Authorship
Perceived Behaviour Market Authors
Personality Traits Textual Authors
Motivations

Assessed for each text
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Unified catalogue of transmedia character components
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About Donald Duck

The next four questions are about specific aspects of Donald Duck himself. For each
question please type your answers in the box below. If nothing comes to mind please leave
the box blank. Example answers are given for other characters underneath each text box.

Page 3 of 7

Appearance

In the box below please enter any aspects of Donald Duck's appearance that you can think of,
pressing ‘return’ after each one.

Appearance examples for Wonder Woman:
tiara

wrist amulets

red bustier

black hair

Names and titles

In the box below please enter any names and titles used to address Donald Duck that you can think

of - including those used by other characters, the narrator, or by himself - pressing 'return’ after each

one.
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This paper introduces a project examining fan understanding of the character coherence
of transnational variations of Donald Duck in stories appearing in pan-European comic
books, with those published in Donald Duck Weekblad in the Netherlands providing a
central case study.

« How is the character of Donald Duck transformed when transplanted from the USA to
other cultures (specifically the Netherlands).

« How can Donald Duck co-exist as both American and Dutch in the pages of the same
publication.

« How could this be analysed using a data-led approach.

« How could the data to do this be generated.

« What happens next.
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