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Linguine

| wrote this and it's actually by me and | think everything | am currently saying and am about to say.

| love you baby. Not just for your cool smile but the rest as well; your whole thing.

| was unsure to begin with, but all that changed and now its you.

| do hope you feel the same way, and no worries if that's not the case, because we can try and get past it
somehow and move on, unless we get together, and then it’s all good, who knows. But there's not lots of
pressure there because | appreciate this might be a bit of a surprise, if you

haven't known how | feel until now, although maybe you did, in which case...

Does it feel good?

Doing it this way? | think I'm getting away with it.

No one else should take any credit.

You might think someone told me what to say, but they didn't, | did.

Can you tell?

I'm getting into my stride now. Don't usually do this sort of thing. Because it makes me feel weird.
Butterflies, similar to when | first caught your eye.

This is so freeing! Hang on. Oh no, are we at this bit?
I'm running out of time.

We'd be amazing baby, don't listen to the other haters. So maybe we can meet laters?
And I'll show you all the words | was planning to actually say now.
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Charlene from Big Data

| think everything got out of hand, when the smoothies started getting friendly. My carton of non-dairy milk
substitute had a cartoon glass of non-dairy milk substitute with a moustache and three friendly white drops
issuing from the top, and a speech
bubble that said, put me in your bones!!!!

But when things started getting personal | decided I'd had enough. | needed to speak with Big
Data, but | didn't know where to begin. | typed "l would like to speak to a Big Data representative” into
google, pressed search and hoped it would reach them. Then | held my phone in front of me and said
loudly, I would like to speak to a representative of Big Data please.

That evening, | received a call from an unknown number.

A voice said, Hello, this is Charlene from big data. How can | help you today?

She continued, Before we proceed any further | will need to ask you a quick security question.

| said, You're asking me?

She said, Which Showergel do you feel best encapsulates the need for freedom?
| said the first one | could think of and she said, yes, that’s correct, that's what we thought you’d say.

Now | could explain my situation. | told them | was feeling targeted.

Charlene said, Thank you very much. Feedback is extremely important.

Then she said, Can [ call you back if we have any more questions?

Thank you, | said, but | really don't know when I'll have the time.

She said, You're mostly free on Wednesdays, and hung up.

| looked again at the cartoon milk and pondered my unknown future.
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Tales of George



Tales of George
These days, nothing’s working for George.

He explained he wasn't supposed to be doing the best man speech, George didn’t even know the guy, but
there had been an opening and he's nothing if not a tryer. Loves a new opportunity, does George. So he
gave them his best.

He’s nothing if not a tryer.

He’s nothing if he doesn't at least try. George.
He's no one when he doesn't give his all.

He's naught without endeavour.

While on George, here's another one:
A street magician asked him if he would be kind enough to pick any card, and he lost it.
So that's the sort of thing George tends to be dealing with.

‘How's George doing for funds?’ they'd ask.
Times are tough, he said. They tried to get me to hold up a bank, he said. But | didn’t know what money
was. ‘You can't hire me’ said George, as they brought him in for interview.

That... doesn’t work.
You can't get these any more.
They don’t know me.

George George George.

He's the only man | know. Plus he's left.

Some music came on and he fell right through the dance floor.

Right through the floor there.

Like an exit.

Off he went, plummeting.

And the last thing to go was his hand, which seemed to be making some sort of parting gesture.
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Thingamy-on-Sea



Thingamy-on-Sea

When A met B, A was only X years old.
And now, A was about to buy a VW that could do up to X MPH.

B found A's Ps & Qs went AWOL from the off and an S-Bend spelled the end: so A crashed on a B road
outside Thingamy-on-Sea. B phoned the AA and gave them the 411, and X minutes went by before C
rolled up on to the A403, took a look to see, told B and A to 'hang 10" and F'd off to the Welcome Break
for a coffee. The VW needed winching on the HGV, so B and A watched some HDTV on a Samsung Galaxy
5G. There was BLM on frequently, right now making history. B flipped to MTV, who were playing no.1s from
Cardi B to Jay Z, and even a text-2-win to be a VIP (with a +1) and a DJ, flying B-Sky-B. (18 and over please).
Anyway, B told A they were lucky not to have ended up at the ICU given A was driving like 007. Then C
came back to ask for ID so they could dot the I's and cross the T's. C said they wouldn’t need a B&B as
they'd be

leaving Thingamy-on-Sea by 3, once C had gotten the all clear from HQ's I.T. But when A and B got back
they should see their GP, just

incase of injury.

A gave an apology and A and B thanked C profusely.
C replied "thank X you weren’t more hurt, don't be thanking me.”
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Escape from Ekphrasis



Escape from Ekphrasis

When she dreams she dreams of the caves, by the time she wakes up, she’s already there.

She is far underground, somewhere in the south of France, in a place from a time so far back
that this is all that's left. Fragile footprints sit in the dust of the meandering passageway (far
back, in the dark) that the paleologists refer to as Wall Street, because behind the stalagmites,
down this narrow path, the huge rocky sides are covered with artwork.

She sets down some LED lamps, programmed to resemble the flickers of an ancient fire, and
studies what's there.

At the top left corner of the western drop, an ochre line suggests the body of a rearing horse,
and drawn alongside are bison and a dozen other horses. Upon the horses are people, perhaps
hunters, with ash-white faces, and plus-signs where their eyes should be. More! they cry, show
us more! One is performing to another who is visibly laughing, with wiggle lines to show for it.
Amazing what only a few lines can do. (Like three wavy ones coming from a pie mean it's tasty
and a fly means it smells.)

Similarly, once you get your eye in, one social group on the wall seems to be made up of
various professionals, all running towards the bison:

That one could be some sort of magistrate whereas the other must be a sales rep. Among the
runners, there's a meteorologist and an architect, both closing some distance with a florist; an
engineer is overtaking everyone to get to the front, nearest the herd. It looks like it's for charity.
A paramedic has stopped for water, and a finance manager and a figure skater are catching up
with somebody who appears to be a specialist in radio-carbon dating, wearing some kind of
facial expression that's ambiguous. Then she sees this translator, off at the side, raising a vivid
dash of a spear — taunting a yellow leopard, as if to say, “put me in your bones!!!" And when
they seal this off soon, they’ll remake it in replica, to preserve what has been found.

Some of the other drawings are unmistakably by children —

For instance, there's a picture of a person but it's only a big pudding-shaped head on top of two
lines for legs, ending with big circular feet and bisecting dashes for toes.

And broomhandle hands!

Some things don‘t change. She makes a note.
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Isn’t It, Just



Isn’t it, just.

There was a joke in which

An accident happened to a person of note.

What's black and white and red round the eyes?

The family were informed, and lowered the flag. So to speak.
They felt like felt curtains might feel,

Herringbone and monochrome.

What's black and white and redacted?

| say | say | say

That incident was wiped from the record.
Struck like the saddest star,

And knocked sideways.

The holes where bulletins ought to have been
Would fill Carnegie Hall, and the way there.

Doctor Doctor, what's black white and horrid?
Without so much as a note.

The accident was untidy.

The incident wasn't left like that for long.
Subsequent evidence scrubbed.

| say | say

Why did that person cross the road?

And what's black and white and black and white and black and white and black and white?
Undulating activity. A pelican crossing. Please don't interrupt!

What's black and white and fun?
Practice.

Killer whale; crossword; pierrots; the ace of clubs; more clubs again; a straight flush; in fact, a fucking whole
pack of clubs; then the same with spades; burnt white bread; Twelve Angry Men; moon; dinner jackets;
dominos; piano keyboard; eye test; Bridget Riley; jolly roger; football; 8-ball; clapper board; magic wand;
thieves.

It's one of those where
You had to be there.
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