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Inspiration: UAL Language-Art Project 
 
 
 
 
 

 
They discuss all things 
linguistic, and create 
language-themed art. 
 
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-
ual/language-centre/language-
art-project 

 

This brings students together in a spirit of curiosity, 
friendship, and eagerness to learn from one another.   
 
 

The March of Letters by Nibras Al-Salman  
(Language-Art Project 2021)  
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What is it? 
 A pilot project at UAL: Intercultural Communications 
Training + MA Fine Art (Year One) 

Format: 2.5 days of workshops in the Autumn term 
(spread through Sept/ Oct/ Nov).  Timetabled into the 
course schedule. 

 

Rationale:  

•  To get a sense of “who’s in the room.”  

•  Adventures in identity, culture, language, 
understanding and (mis-)interpretation. 
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Who was actually in the room? 
 
n MA Fine Art (Year One).  

Over 30 students, mixed 
nationalities. 

n Facilitators: Intercultural 
Communications Trainer; 
MA Fine Art course 
leader; postgraduate 
ambassador.  

  (Also: a MAFA lecturer; 
two Year Two students.) 
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Session One: What’s in a name? 
 
 
 

Padlet activity: Juliet versus Tony  
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Sample responses... 
 
 
 

 

https://artslondon.padlet.org/kharris208/name_responses 
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Name visualisations 
 
 
 

Visualising one’s name; 
inviting responses 
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Another name visualisation 
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Session One: Verdict 
 
 
 

 
“Thanks so much for yesterday’s session. There was 
such good energy in the room! 
 
I think Marc and I enjoyed very much being able to 
stand back a little and see the group working in this 
way and how you facilitated the discussions.” 
 

Erika Tan, course leader. 
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Session Two a) Language adventures 
 
 
 

Discussing language and: 
 
•  perception vs. reality 

•  the liminal zone of 
understanding/not 
understanding  

•  pleasures and 
challenges. 

An Introduction to Square Word Calligraphy by Xu Bing (1994-6) 
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Session Two b) Object analysis 
 
 
 

 
“There’s no such thing 
as a boring object!” 
 
This experiment shows 
how different layers of 
meaning can co-exist.   
 
Each individual brings 
a unique interpretation, 
creating a shimmering 
multidimensional 
richness. 
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Session Three: The best laid plans… 
 
 
 

 
What should have happened: 
-Playfulness with language: experimental poetry  
 
•  Take a phrase/ sentence (just a few words). 
•  Change the emotions by playing with its 

punctuation and creating the rest of the verse 
around it.   

•  To sound joyful, sad, doubtful, reflective, etc. 
•  Compare/ contrast/ combine. 
 
   
But it didn’t happen. Unforeseen circumstances! 
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So instead… 
 
 
 

 
An alumna and a Year Two student gave talks on 
their own language-based artwork. 
 
“I wander through passing conversations that are 
sitting in the atmosphere.” –Ellie Day,  Yr 2 student. 

 
 
 
  As Long As I Can Dance by Ellie Day (2022) 

 
https://elliedayart.wixsite.com/website/ 
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Reflections and future considerations 
 
 
 

 
•  Cohort? (Undergrad vs. postgrad/ subject 

discipline…?) 

•  Timetabling constraints? 

•  Temptation to overpack the session? 

•  Spoken vs. non-spoken communication (e.g. 
Padlet) 

 
 
Ultimately, “Who’s in the Room?” is about using 
language and storytelling to surmount barriers. 
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Thank you for listening! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

k.harris@arts.ac.uk 


