The Role of Practitioner-Historians
in Mediating Past and Present
Concerns within Design

Dr David Preston
The Design of History and the History of Design Symposium
15 September 2025 * London College of Communication « UAL



‘the project before us is to move design
out of what in the critical scheme of
things is a trivial modality of history,
into a position wherein its actual
historical importance, and thus its
futural significance, is understood

and engaged.’



* Management & Organisation Studies.
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 Historical dimension, but not framed as a
historical method.

* Practices are the unit of analysis.

* The ‘strong approach’ is about moving
beyond decontextualised thick description
of practices.

An Introduction



THEORIZING THE PAST, HISTORY, AND HISTORIOGRAPHY
N MANAGEMENT AND ORGANIZATION STUDIES

& K £ g
Y ST

AR . g._i’_ ‘%
Snaiion
oo e S
re b gicc o se et N
SRR
S un

dos

Gabrielle A.T. Durepos

Albert]. Mills

» Management & Organisation Studies
(linked to business history and critical
management studies).

* Derived from Actor-Network Theory (ANT).

* Histories emerge from relations between
humans, non-humans, texts, and artefacts.

* Past, present, and future are entangled,
not neatly separated.



* Framed around design historical enquiry.

* Focused on design practices rather than
design outcomes.

* Histories as processes, not endpoints.

JC ansdoﬂer - Provisional, open-ended, and responsive
to the present and future.




