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Service Shirt (Earley 2018)

Social design projects as practice research

The research engages with  exper ts from a research 

consortium, sta ff at a fash ion brand and external 

professional designers. Workshops and surveys were 

used to draw on their experiences….

It draws on a wider  body of knowledge around lifecycle 

speeds and fashion textiles, circu lar textile design and 

new business models, within a community of inquiry and 

is engaged with other relevant academic research… 

It transforms both the site and the bodies of knowledge. 

It produces new concepts in the form of new designs for  

fashion textiles, based on extended life (slow) and 

circular design. It produces knowledge accepted by 

communities of validation in  fashion textile design and 

academia. 



4

SAMPLING: Making & Modelling Timeline (2018)
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Service Shirt: DPRO analytical framework

Social design projects as practice research

What is produced 

through practice 
research in 
design

For the site/issue 

(FK / circular speeds)

For design-as-
practice
(Fashion textile design 

& design research)

For design research
(Collaborating for variable 
speeds of circulation)

Concepts/
designs

Innovations, solutions, inventions or artefacts for the situation 

and community

New prototypes and proposals 
for an extended-life top and trench 

coat, using circular fashion textile 
design and finishing approaches, 
informed by the insights into the 

domain and by academic 
knowledge

New ways of doing design practice, e.g., 

new or improved design methods

New methods for 
designing ultra fast and 

super slow fashion 
textile design, accepted 
by a community of 

practice

New ways of doing design research, e.g., new 

or improved research methods

New methods for 
collaboration with a 

range of non design 
research stakeholders – 
scientists (LCA, materials), 

users (wardrobe studies), 
etc.

Knowledge

New understandings in relation to a body of knowledge and 

academic community of validation

New approaches to circular design 
and product lifecycle speeds for 

fashion and textile designers. In 
particular how to make super 
slow, circular polyester products

New understandings of design-as-

practice, in relation to extant academic 

work

DRinR and VtoO - new 
method for 
collaboration between 

design researchers and 
design professionals.

New understandings of design research, in 

relation to extant academic work.

Fast and slow design for 
circular lifecycles: how to 

engineer speeds, for 
existing and emergent 
materials recycling loops.
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Service Shirt: DPRO analytical framework

Social design projects as practice research

What is produced 

through practice 
research in 
design

For the site/issue For design-as-
practice

For design research

Concepts/
designs

Innovations, solutions, inventions or artefacts for the situation 

and community

The shirts
New

New ways of doing design research, e.g., new 

or improved research methods

New methods for 
collaboration with a 

range of non design 
research stakeholders – 
scientists (LCA, materials), 

users (wardrobe studies), 
etc.

Knowledge

New understandings of design-as-

practice, in relation to extant academic 

work

drir

New understandings of design research, in 

relation to extant academic work.

Fast and slow design for 
circular lifecycles: how to 

engineer speeds, for 
existing and emergent 
materials recycling loops.
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STEP: Portfolio, Service Shirt (Earley 2018)

Social design projects as practice research

The research engages with  exper ts from a research 

consortium, sta ff at a fash ion brand and external 

professional designers. Workshops and surveys were 

used to draw on their experiences….

It draws on a wider  body of knowledge around lifecycle 

speeds and fashion textiles, circu lar textile design and 

new business models, within a community of inquiry and 

is engaged with other relevant academic research… 

It transforms both the site and the bodies of knowledge. 

It produces new concepts in the form of new designs for  

fashion textiles, based on extended life (slow) and 

circular design. It produces knowledge accepted by 

communities of validation in  fashion textile design and 

academia. 
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SPACE BETWEEN: Material, Models, Mindsets

Social design projects as practice research
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SHOCK: THE UNEXPECTED & THE UNACCEPTED 

Social design projects as practice research

British ethologist Jane Goodall with 
chimpanzee Freud at Gombe 

Stream National Park in Tanzania.
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SCIENCE: THE BIASES AND INEQUITIES

Social design projects as practice research

https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-is-a-trojan-horse.

“Science is not 

only a disciple 

of reason, but 

also, one of 

romance and 

passion.”
Stephen Hawking
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SURPRISE!

Social design projects as practice research



12

SOCIAL

Social design projects as practice research

“Materials speak to people. They draw 

people in, and they engage them, 

especially if this means they get to touch 

them. As a researcher, starting a process 

which involves materials will mean that 

your audience may connect with you in a 

way that a slide talk or poster can’t 

achieve. As material researchers, we have 

known this for a good while. Materials and 

materiality provide a level of relatability 

that can be useful. Whether it's to do with 

the way people behave with their clothes, 

or whether it's to do with how they feel 

about themselves, it's a very powerful 

mode of working and therefore we must 

find ways of harnessing it and understand 

it better.” (Earley & Hornbuckle 2022)
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SHARING: NETWORKED KNOWLEDGE

Social design projects as practice research
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SELF & SILENCE: THE INWARD JOURNEY

Social design projects as practice research
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‘SPECIALNESS’

Social design projects as practice research
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