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Background to the project

Role and responsibilities:

- Academic Support Lecturer at Chelsea College
- | support 6 courses providing bespoke workshops focusing on
core skills and Chelsea-wide tutorials.

Support for BA/GD/MA Fine Art:

- | provided sessions focused on analysis — these were decided
In collaboration with the Year leaders of each course.

- The sessions delivered were my final Action Research Project
on the PgCert Academic Practice in Art, Design and
Communication.
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Taught sessions that were delivered:

BA Year 1 Fine Art students, Analysing and Reflecting
on Artwork, Chelsea (3 sessions — 17, 22nd,
24" October in which the year group is split)

GD and MA Fine Art students, Research and
Responding to other artists, Chelsea (1 session —

27" November) — undertook activity 1 only (Lubaina
Himid)



What happened in the workshops — Part One
Artwork 1: Lubaina Himid, Negative Positives, 2007-2017

Students were first
asked to discuss the
effects of one of the two
artworks by Lubaina
Himid in groups.

Then, after reading a
statement from Himid
about the work, they
were asked to discuss
how Himid analyses the
unconscious bias in the
Guardian’s layout.
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Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks

Lukaina Hipgid, source:
1.

“The idea was ta highlight those pages on which the image presented was undaminad or
contradicted by the text on the same pags; it was 3 way of using 3 small painting of either a
pattem or an object fo baoth draw attention to what was an everyday throwsway objsct (the
page) while giving the photograph of the person some kind of support in 3 way that the text
had clearly failed to do... The text, even seven years later, consistently undermines their
achisvemsanis by implying that they succeed throwgh viclence, cheating ar theft.”

Lisraina K im Barnier, C<M, Rice, &, Hipigd, L, and Durkin, H. (3019] ivsids dha Inwisiie: famoraiisiog
Eimvenr ang Fresgom b dhe L and Works of Lusaing Hipld, Lpapgeed: Lverpool Lndsersiy Press, o, 244

“Uncanscious biss is when we maks judgments or decisions on the basis of our prior
=xperience, our own personal deep-seated thought patierns, assumptions or interpretations,
and wie are not sware that we are deing it.” hitps:\royalsocietorgl-
meadiafpolicyipublications 2015 unconscious-bias-brisfing-2015

5.pdf

Félix Gonzalez-Tomes source:
z

“In the early 1880s, with controversies sumounding hemosexuslity and the AIDS crisis
simultansgustly wreaking havoc scross the gay community, the bed also represented a site
of conflict, symbaolizing both lave and death. That Gonzalez-Tarres's partner, Rioss, died of
AI05 in 1881 brings an intensely personal note to this wark, but does not diminish it of its
universal associstions with cormfort, intimacy, loneliness, or loss.’

hitps:{fwens. moma.omlexplorefinside out201:270404 printout-felv-ponzalez-iomes,

Handout for the students with quotes and space for writing

Martha Rosler source:
3

“The pictures were taken by Rosler along the Bowsry, a famous sirest in the lover part of
Manhaitan. The neighbourhood had for decades been widely identified with alcoholism and
transiency, but also for lofts rented by artists, as well 35 clubs and =mall thegiers, The
typewrithen wiards refer to intoxdcated states and intodcated people and are taken from
joumnals kept by Riasler in 1974 prior te making the work. But the words neither describe the
photographs (3s the rigorous serial pairings might seem to sugpest) nor, conversely, do the
photographs offer any illustrative explanation of the texts.” hitps: Ve martharosler netfthe-
bowery-in-two-inadequate-descriptive-systems




Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part One (Making activity 1)
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Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part One (Making activity 1)

Etienne Coté-Paluck
Port-au-Prince

he killers came under
the cover of darkness,

stealing across the
Astibonite River on

B an abandoned bridge

| ] before marauding

ic rifies and knives.
. They] were ke headless
saw," said Louisseul Frangois,
a resident of the Haitian town
of Pont-Sondé, who somehow
survived the slaughter.

this rural community with

s, shooting at anyone they

Francois heard the first shots of

the gang invasion at about 3am,

leapt from his bed and gathered at

the town entrance with members of

alocal vigilante group called “the

coalition™. Despite their attempts to
Organise, its members soon realised

they were outgunned. They fled
«  intothe surrounding hills, where
petrified locals were cowering.

“The gangs shot at anything that

moved - even dogs.... They came.
to wipe out the whole area. Itwas
2 premeditated massacre,” said
Francois, 41, who lost six friends
anfhr;hn\.a in the onslaught
voice shaking, Francois
S::Cnbed the scenes he saw later
5 ul) Morning when he returned
e area with police who had
Pushed back the intruders.
The assailants had forced their

Way into homes, murdering anyone

they could find. At ©one junction,
nn(v!;‘sasaw four corpses near a
it was going up in fi .
Purherahead, aschoojanda.
health dlinic had been torched. On
©One street alone, 19 bodies were
Splayed in the dirt. “Men, women

anda three-year-old child,” said the

father of three.
Tep: ed

resented only a fraction of th
butchery, with the full death tone
only clear almosta week

after the attack.
Atleast 115 people are now
behevrdmhavebeensbo:o,

extingui
| believed the camage was

World

stabbed to death when gang
members swept through Pont-
Sondé in apparent retribution for
the market town’s refusal to submit
to the authority of their group. The
victims reportedly included babies
and elderly people.

One of those killed was
Francois’s cousin, whose body -
the first that he discovered - was
found lyingina pool of blood.

“His head had been shattered by
bullets and his chest sliced open
with a machete.” Frangois said after
attending three funerals in one day.

Experts have called the 3 October
rampage one of Haiti’s worst mass
killings in decades, eclipsing the

2018 murder of more than 70
civiliansina Port-au-Prince slum
called La Saline.

“Unfortunately, there are many

massacres in Haitian history .. But
[in terms of recent years] this is
way up there ... it was really off the
charts,” said William O’Neill, the
UN's chief expert on human rights
in the Caribbean country.

O’Neill, a human rights lawyer
who has also worked in Rwanda
and South Sudan, said he saw
method in the gang’s “concerted,
intentional” extermination of
human life in Pont-Sondé.

More than simply being about

ishing individual lives, he

to send a warning to Haiti's recently

| installed interim government

and the UN-backed international

| security force trying to restore

order after months of chaos.

A A neighbour
cries during
the funeral
of aresdent
kalled during
the atrack

this month

»Displaced
residents try to
get food from
vohmteers

““We control this. Don't mess with
us. Stay out ... ” That was their
message - and they delivered it
loud and clear,” O’Neill said.
When the first members of
that Kenya-led multinational
policing mission landed in Haiti
in June - after months of turmoil
that toppled the government and
claimed hundreds of lives - the

24
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er:jlare September, the UNand
US announced sanctions aga \yn,\l
Gran Grif’s leader, Luckson Elan -
AKA General Luckson - and aloca
politician accused of financing
and arming the group's young
foot soldiers. “Less thana week
after that, [Elan] commits one
of the most awful massacres in
Haiti’s recent history xha:: the
‘magnitude of the massacre,” Le
2 Cour Grandmaison said of the
E murders in Pont-Sondé. “It shows
i that there's a sense of absolute
jpower, impunity and ablatant o
show of force that the gangs want
to use at this very specific time.

Fidvre, of Saint-Marc, said
Port-au-Prince residents might
be accustomed to the sound of
explosions and gunfire, thanksto
a succession of violent upheavals
and coups. “But now it's happening
here in Artibonite,” she added.

“The people aren’t used to this
they just want to go about their
daily lives . IPSas if we no longer
live in our own country”

O'Neill, of the UN, who also
visited Port-au-Prince last month,
urged the international community
to do more to support the under-
funded, under-equipped and
outnumbered multinational
security force before Haiti’s gangs
were emboldened by its lack
of progress and went back on
the warpath. So far the mission
has received about £65m of the
estimated £450m it needs.

O’Neill likened the mission in
its current state to a surgeon trying
to perform cardiac surgery ona
patient with no anaesthesiologist, a
broken heart monitor, a collapsing
operating table and a tray of rusty
instruments. “What do you think
your chances of success for that

country’s new prime minister, A Many i€ Jrom Pont-
Garry Conille, had a message for have fled to nearby Saint-Marc procedure are?” he said.
gang bosses. “We ask the bandits to Two weeks after the massacre,
lay down their guns and r lullin violence had produced the Fiévre said security was gradually
the authority of the state,” he said. jon of *a i ol to Pont-Sondé, thanks to
So far there has been no sign Most of Haiti's capital remained the arrival of Haitian and Kenyan
inal group’s heeding under gang control and there were police. But she feared gangs would
Conille’s call. But in recent still sporadic outbreaks of fighting | soon try to capture Saint-Marc,
months, some gangs did appear in and around the city, including one of Haiti’s largest towns, and
to tqnponnly fall back - perhaps adeadly attack on the town of lamented how the Artibonite region
seeking to lie low while they took Ganthier in August. But some had become “a bloodbath™.
the measure of the foreign force. markets and schools had reopened “We need help and we need it
moﬂﬂm M:: Pnncell:s! g: meax::halce of | h“mnm fast,” Fidvre said. “When we sleep
N expert Romain | enyan . A scintilla of now, we feel our fate is in God's
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The Carers Trust CEO, Kirsty
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‘How did the conflictbegin?
Fighting broke outin Khartoum,
Sudan’s capital, il

forces who remain
to Gen Abdel Fattah al-Burhan,
Sudants de factoruler. Against him
are the paramilitaries of the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF), a collection
‘of militia who follow the former
warlord Gen Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo, known as Hemedti-

The RSF was founded by
the former dictatorial ruler

[iS | omaral-Bashirasan Arab

counterinsurgency militia. Bashir
wanted to crusha rebellion in
the region of Darfur that began
more than 20 years ago due
to the political and economic
marginalisation of the local
population. Initially knownas
the Janjaweed, the RSF quickly
‘became synonymous with
widespread atrocities. In 2013,
Bashir transformed the groupintoa
semi-organised paramilitary force
before deployingit to crush a fresh.
rebellion in South Darfur.
‘Hemedti’s power struggle with
8| | Burhan canbe traced back 102019
when the RSF and regular military
forces cooperated to oust Bashir

lecting on Artworks Part One (Making activity 1)

cholera, malaria, dengue fever,
Tmeaslesand rubella. An estim
.4 million children under five are

| athighrisk of epidemic diseases.

accordingto Unicef.
Whatatrocitiesare the warring

sidesaccused

| The UN has accused thearmy

| and the RSF of carrying out
indiscriminate attacksin residential
areas, committingacts of sexual
Violence, arbitrarily detaining and
torturing civilians and recruiting

| ‘child soldiers. Both parties may

| have committed war crimes, a UN
reportin February said. They have
deni

war?

Inrecent weeks, the RSF has
launched a full-scale attack on E1
Fasher, the only major population
centre in Darfur it is yet to control.
The attack follows 2 months-long
siege. The city’s last hospital
was forced to close after the
‘paramilitary group stormed it in
June. The RSF isalsoa i
regions south of Khartoum.

In the capital, which fell to the
RSF early on in the war, the armed!
forces have gone on the offensive,
pounding the centre and south of
the city from the air this month.
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K. P. Brehmer’s artwork — influence for data presentation

- }\
HAPR M -

M1y
HOPEFUL

THE
|NTERE5TED LI L | rhTqun
NEUTRAL 5 I YE s
NEUTRA, 0 llll ll | I y B
s
:Eunu,l Nivis | I-| 1 II. & e
EuthaL L i {
NErvo | mo g Y
e | : i | n oy
1 I | | [IIIHIM n
UNEASY b | .\ II.J I III .III
FEARFUL y ‘Flllll w
I ; v
S —— : i
T W THFS NTWTHFS N TWIHF S ""“;Fﬁ.”m:s.".“”‘”r”lI:r"“.-.-fml'l-'i'
ke m o mr | 0 # i o
BN | I
HAPPY = - ml g Lo Lailie
HOPEFUL [ | =i Ml = n S oL
|NTERESTED 7 .l. T : I
NEUTRAL PLUS | l"l 1 I ] e |
NEUTRAL =L I

NEUTRAL MINUS
NERVOUS

ANGRY

cAD

UNEASY
FEARFUL

K. P. Brehmer, Soul and Feelings of a Worker K. P. Brehmer, Unit Labour Costs Trade Balance-Deficit,
(Whitechapel version), 1978 1977



Data
categorising
students’
responses to
the invitation
to ‘redact the
page to both
remove parts
of the design
and what is
said as well
as highlight
what is left.’
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What happened in the workshops — Part Two
Artwork 2: Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Untitled, 1991
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Without being given
additional information -
about the artwork,
students were asked,
what does this image
raise for you?
Discuss in pairs.

Félix Gonzalez-Torres, Untitled,
1991, Third Avenue and East
137th Street, Bronx, New York. 1
of 24 outdoor billboard locations
throughout the New York City
area, with 1 indoor location, as
part of the exhibition Projects
34: Felix Gonzalez-Torres, The
Museum of Modern Art, New
York, 1992

I =



What happened in the workshops — Part Two
Artwork 2: Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Untitled, 1991
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Y

After reading a text
about the artwork,
students were asked -
given this author’s
definition of the
artwork, how does it
affect your perspective
on the image?

I =

Félix Gonzalez-Torres, Untitled,
1991, Third Avenue and East
137th Street, Bronx, New York.



Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part Two (Making activity 2)

| invited the students (in  && = B TR e
groups) to either leave .
the room and find, or | \
look on their phone for,

an image that can

discuss something that

matters to them.




Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part Two (Making
activity 2) ‘'something that matters to you.’




and Reflecting on Artworks Part Two (Making
‘'something that matters to you.’

Analysin%;

activity 2
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What happened in the workshops — Part Three - Artwork 3:

Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive
systems, 1974—75

<
h%ﬁn-ihmnﬂ&mapi.'

lth
(1] ).Jrﬂul,’si:s
F oo :

blind drunk

dead drunk

embalmed

buried

gone

Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems, 1974—75



What happened in the workshops — Part Three - Artwork 3:
Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive
systems, 1974—75

Asked to pick one onall il

@ ter Fountalns e
panel, student 011 %) s B
groups were asked, 0 ERLN 7

describe what you
think is happening in
the artwork — what
has the artist done,
what is the effect of
their actions on the Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems, 1974—75
subject they are

treating?




What happened in the workshops — Part Three - Artwork 3:
Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive
systems, 1974—75

Student groups were onall
@ter Foun rz.fh.':'

0

asked to read and DI
discuss what has fée Rt %,
been said about this .10
artwork by the artist
on the handout. How
can you analyse and
reflect on this
artwork? Martha Rosler, The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems, 1974—75




Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part 3 (Making activity 3)

Given 3 pages with
different images on and
empty text boxes below |
asked - ‘what can you
write that would challenge
viewers’ relationship to the
Image, having unexpected
working wovrking weonk ing workl effects?’

WPRK (NG WORFKI

RKiNG
/ORKING...,




Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part 3 (Making activity 3

S~

| statc

‘i

= - 9 ) 1 ) J a B e - - —




BRiEh N il

Analysing and Reflecting on Artworks Part 3 (Making activity 3)

N T B w m

Strained
Ticking

Shiver
Shutter
Flutter
Retry
Again
Continue
B TP Still

5 Rl Ic e o
"j study  rest  study  rek sw@ shp sleee.
%5@ resk  Study 4 N Gl STRAINED
i . iSRS  cuork TUING
‘ ) SHIVER

What 0> our AGEES
e Me, my desk and | SUTTER

RUTTER

- Study rest study rest study revey
Gry = S - rest study stop sleep. il

- What is our purpose in life?

i . To work.

. Systems. We are the

machines in the system.

Cog in the machine.
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Student feedback data from 229, 24™ October workshops - graph



Student feedback data from 2219,
24t October workshops - table

Graph Positive features of the Number of
code workshop students
A Space to write 1
B Interactive 2
C ‘Great’ or similar 3
D Group discussion/collaborative | 18
working
E Interpreting new 20
artworks/learning different ways
to analyse
F New people 2
G Sheets about artworks 1
H Delivery 1
Negative features of the
workshop
| More interesting tasks -1
J More context to artists/add new | -2
kK Make discussion happen -2
L More time for making -3
M More time for writing -4
N More time for discussion/group | -3
sharing/interactive
O Some artworks/language -2
confusing
P Fact sheet to take away -1




Reflection on project findings - positive conclusions reached:

- This workshop was teaching a core skill for Fine Art —
analysis — but used a social justice focus, | think this way of
teaching could be adopted more often.

- Young students are capable of a lot; they can be trusted
with challenging content and can respond innovatively to
quite abstract and creative tasks.



Things | would have changed:

| would have liked to gather data that gauged the effect of
the social justice themes of the workshops on each
student.

Less time to plan than | would have wanted due to course’s
suggested schedule of dates for the workshops.

Either more time, or less artworks. Sessions were 1.5
hours.

A task that emphasised writing.

The Himid activity worked better with BA than MA/GD
students — why?
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