Ghosts in Britain and Ireland – Draft Programme
Foundation Building, Mary Immaculate College
26th – 27th June 2025


Please note that there will be an event on the Wednesday evening for those arriving the day before. This will be a museum talk followed by a ghost tour. More details TBC.

Thursday 26th June

	9am – Registration and Welcome


	
	Room G10
	Room 202

	Session 1
9.30 – 11am 
	Ghosts as a Way of Understanding Political and Historic Events

James McConnel (Northumbria) Charles Stewart Parnell, ‘Protestant Magic’ and Spectrality

Brian R. Clack (San Diego) The Presence of the Ghost in Burke and Johnson

Jessica S. Hower (Southwestern) ‘Messengers from the Dead’: Ghosts in/as Early Modern History
	Ghosts in Supernatural Fiction 

Fionnula Simpson (University College, Dublin) ‘I kept my spirits up by pouring spirits down’: Supernatural encounters and alcohol consumption in nineteenth-century Irish Fiction

Nagihan Haliloğlu (Boğaziçi) Turkish Hauntings in Victorian Literature: Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, Dracula

Katherine Byrne (Ulster) Edith Nesbitt, Ghosts and Victorian England


	
                      11 – 11.30 - Morning tea


	Session 2
11. 30 - 1
	Myth, Legend and Storytelling 

Frank Ferguson (Ulster) The Most Haunted Forest in Ireland? The Invention of the Ballyboley Forest Myth

Jennifer L. Porath (Stirling) Formally not a Ghost: Story of Windhouse

Anne-Marie Creamer (Central Saint Martins, London) Dear Friend, I can no longer hear your voice: Lamentation and Conjuring Ghosts as Strategies for Survival
	Poltergeists, Violent ghosts, and Changing Conceptions

Martha McGill (Cambridge) ‘I would have torn you’: Violent ghosts in early modern Britain

Charlotte-Rose Millar (Melbourne) Painful Hauntings: The Experience of Ghostly Invasion in Early Modern English and Irish Homes

Andrew Sneddon (Ulster) The Trinity Street Poltergeist, Belfast, 1931-2: Continuity, Change and Unstable Meanings



	
                     1pm – 2pm - Lunch


	Keynote Session
2pm – 3pm
	Sasha Handley (Manchester) Title and location TBC

	
                          3 – 3.30 - Afternoon Tea


	Session 3
3. 30 – 5pm
	Ghosts in Fiction and Self-Writing 

Evelyn Koch (Philipps University of Marburg) ‘Thou never art so
distant from an evil spirit’: The
Changing Status of Ghosts in Early
Modern Witchcraft Plays

Rowan Steininger (East Anglia) The Fairy Otherworld as the Land of the Dead in Two Orfeo Narratives

Alice Whitehead (Cambridge) ‘The evil ones attacking us, the guardian angels protecting us’: The haunting of H.D. Everett (1851-1923)

	The Hauntology and Spectrality Research Group, York St John University

Helen Pleasance (York St John) The Dematerialisation of Ghosts: Helen Duncan, the 1944 ‘Séance’ Trial, Ectoplasm and its Hauntological Afterlife

Robert Edgar (York St John) Eighteenth and Nineteenth-Century Folk Horror: Roots, Representations and Returns



Thursday night: conference dinner 


Friday 27th June 

	
	Room G10
	Room 202

	Session 1
9.30 – 11am 
	
	Community and Social Dynamics 

Kristof Smeyers (Leuven) Priestly Ghosts and Catholic Miracle in early nineteenth-century Ireland

Abi Mann (Birmingham) ‘I am some thing incredulos to some things I heare’: Belief, Doubt, Scepticism, and the ghost of Arthur Jegon

Benjamin Ragan (Mary Immaculate College) Ghosts in and of the Irish Revolution, 1916-1923


	
                      11 – 11.30 - Morning tea


	Session 2
11. 30 - 1
	Seeking Communications with the Dead

Ciara Henderson (Trinity College Dublin) A Light in the Dark: After Death Communication and Parental Grief in the Historical Record

Clodagh Tait (Mary Immaculate College) ‘Ailliliú child, I’m perished with the cold’: Clothing the Dead in Irish tradition

Daniel Harms (State University of New York) ‘Thou Shalt Have Humanity’: Reciprocity, Reformation, and Conceptions of Spirit-Human Relations in a Ghost Summoning Incantation from Early Modern Britain

	Memory and Trauma into the Modern Age

Michele Hanks (New York) ‘He’s the Most Googleable Ghost There!’: The Ghost of John Sage and the Affective Consequences of Transformation in Ghost Recording in England

Victoria Mummelthei (Freie Universität Berlin) What is Lost When Ghosts are Found? The Problem of Certainty in Digital Game Adaptions

Eyüp Özkan (McGill) Haunting Statues: Glasnevin’s Bodies in Soil and Stone

	
                     1pm – 2pm - Lunch


	Keynote Session
2pm – 3pm
	Shane McCorristine (Newcastle) Resurrections, Resuscitations, and the Restless Dead: The Ghostly Landscape of Post-mortem Punishment in Ireland and Britain
Location TBA

	
                          3 – 3.30 - Afternoon Tea


	Session 3
3. 30 – 5pm
	Medieval ideas into the Modern

Stephen Gordon (Cardiff) ‘They possessing new slaine or dead bodies’: Stephen Batman, Incubi and the Walking Dead

James Galvin (Birmingham) Commemorative Prayer, Clerical Authority, and Textual Reinterpretation in the sixteenth-century quatrain version of the Middle English Trental of Gregory

Sam Truman (Case Western Reserve University/The Courtauld) ‘Straunge Sights’: The Representation and Reception of Samuel’s Ghost in the Early Modern Period.

	The Cultural Function of Apparitions 

Debra Parish (Queensland) ‘Giving up the Ghost’: Apparitions and Devils in anti-Quaker Propaganda 1650-1660

Tré Ventour-Griffiths (Independent) White Women: Lady Jane’s Colonial Afterlife

Clemens Ruthner (Trinity College Dublin) Ghosts and/as Trauma


	5pm – 5.30pm
	
Closing Remarks




