Truth Claims or Plays: Lived Experience in Politics, Research and Practice
University College Cork
Thursday 30 April – Friday 1 May 2026

Day 1 – Thursday, 30 April 2026
09:30–10:00
Coffee & Registration
10:00–10:15
Welcome & Introduction - (Jody Moore)
 – Icebreaker Tom Boland

10:15–11:15 | Keynote 1
Molly Ackhurst (University of Greenwich)
Listening to or led by survivor narratives
• 45-minute presentation
• 15-minute Q&A

11:15–11:30
Coffee Break

11:30–13:00 | Panel 1: 
Panel 5: Participation, Power, and Futures – Critical constructions of Lived experience 
Chair: Jody
· Paul Jones (University of Liverpool)
Engaging With Lived Experience: Towards a Sociological Biography of a Sociological        Category
· Andrew Kloppe-Santamaria (UCC)
From Lifeworld to Mosaic of Individual Experiences: A Critical Examination of Lived         Experience in Sociological Analysis
· Jenny Pearce (London School of Economics)
           Experiential knowledge in dialogue with academic knowledge: what can be learned?
· Tom Boland (UCC)
Livid Experience- Interpreting Critical Subjectivities
Format:
• 10 minutes per paper 
• 30 minutes moderated discussion

13:00–14:00
Lunch

14:00–15:30 | Panel 2: Governing Lived Experience — Narrative, Legitimacy, and Power
Chair: Gema
· Jody Moore & Robert Cullen (UCC)
Lived Experience Talk (LET) and institutional governance
· Andrew Brierley & Paula Harriott (Leeds Trinity University)
The Crime–Narrative Complex and the political economy of lived experience
· Dwayne Antojado (University of South Australia) & James Windle (UCC) & Gill Buck (University of Chester)
            Carceral Narratives Through Lived Experience
· Kate Summers (LSE)
Epistemological tensions in lived-experience social policy research
Format:
• 10 minutes per paper
• 30 minutes discussion

15:30–15:45
Coffee Break

15:45–16:45 | Panel 3: Trauma, Testimony, and Narrative Illegibility 
Chair: Tom
· Carol Ballantine Limerick University
Narrating sexual violence in polarised times
· Rania Vamvaka – Nottingham University
Testimonial compulsion in modern slavery governance
· Emma Taylor (University of Plymouth)
Trauma-informed systems and emotional labour
Format:
• 10 minutes per paper
• Extended discussion

Evening
18:30 – Conference Dinner

Day 2 – Friday, 1 May 2026
09:30–10:00
Coffee
Introduction – Gema Kloppe-Santamaria

10:00–11:00 | Keynote 2
Cristian Montenegro (King’s College London)
Second-Order Observation and the Limits of Alignment
• 45-minute presentation
• 30-minute Q&A

11:00–11:30
Coffee Break

11:30–13:00 | Panel 4: 
Creative, Embodied, and Non-Extractive Epistemologies
Chair: Tom 
· Anne-Marie Creamer, Rachel Marsden & Hannah Zeilig (UAL)
Interstitial epistemologies and creative practice
· Mohasin Ahmed (Glasgow Centre for Population Health)
Sustaining lived-experience engagement beyond project cycles
· David Woodhead (Durham University)
Unsettled truths in mental health research
Format:
• 10 minutes per paper
• Extended discussion

13:00–14:00
Lunch

14:00–15:30 Panel 5: Justice, Religion, and Affective Economies
Chair: Jody
· Adriana Alfaro Altamirano (ITAM, Mexico City)
Judicial empathy and affective life in the courtroom
· Gill Buck (University of Chester)
Speculative justice and imaginative futures
· Karina G. García-Reyes (University of West England)
             Searching as Lived Experience: Collectives, Meaning-Making, and Tension in 
             Contexts of Disappearance
· Gema Kloppe-Santamaria (UCC)
Lived Religion: Examining the Lived Experience of Some Faithful but not Others?

15:30–16:00
Closing: Jody Moore

