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READING THE ROOM

Rob Vinall

Senior Lecturer / Spatial Researcher
Camberwell, Chelsea and Wimbledon Schools of Art

university

u a I B of the arts
m london



Rob Vinall, Spatial Collage 3. 2026 Rob Vinall, Spatial Collage 4. 2026
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Sweatbox Sauna, Photography by owner



1. How do atmospheric conditions
communicate within space?

2. How do we learn to recognise and respond
to these conditions?

3. How might these shared ways of reading
space produce a sense of belonging?
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Tetsuo Kondo + Transsolar, Cloudscapes - Venice Biennale, 2010



Sophie Calle, Suite Venitienne, 1979
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Richard Long, A Line Made By Walking, 1967 Rudolf Stingel, Untitled, 2000 Anthony McCall, You and | Horizontal, 2005
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Marc Martin, Public Toilets, Private Affairs. 2017



-BLUE HANDKERCHIEF

HANDOKERCHIEFS SIeN/FYy & puroRRe. TeEw-
OEANCIES THROVGH 8oTN ANnD PRt~
DENT. R Slv€ HNANDKER YRCED 1a)
THE RSHT NIP POCAET 4 IOT1CE THAT
THE WERRER DESIREE 70 E PASSIVE
RILE DURING SEXVAL £,
CONVERSEDY, R BlvE HA, PURCED
N THE LERT MIP Pocké, s TAAT
THE WERRER wil ASSY. s oR
TRADITIONRL. MALE ROLE R L
CONTROT. TWHE BuLE M. s Com)-
MONLY CSED IN THE 77 ASA L
CONIESTION) AAMD A/ SO, ~o
MEANING- /N RECARD T4 RER/ T .

RED HANDKERCHIEF

RED HRNOLERCHNIERS ARE (S€D AS SIeMRIERS

FOR BENAVIOR THAT ;5 OFTEN REGRRIED

AS DEUANYT OR REBNOIRMAL. A RED MHRANDAES-
CHIEF LOCRTED 1A THNE RIGHT NS PockET
ZMPUES THNRI THE WERRER TRAEY THNs

PRSSIVE RRE [N ANAL/HAND ZNSERTION: +

A RED HNANDKER QHIEE PLLACED /N THES

LERT MNIP POCKET SUSEESTS TWAT THE WERR~

ER PRlays THE ACTWE ROLE In </
ZNSERTON. RED MHARNDKERCHIEES ARE
EMAPLOYED 80 THE TRERTMENT R A
OISCHAREE ANO I SOME CRIES MRY M. -
NO SISNIF{CANCE [ REGARD 7O SEXURE
CoaTARCT.

Gay Semiotics, 1977

Hal

Fischer

LEFT
AGGRESSIVE

HANDKERCHIEF

RIGHT
PASSIVE

Hal Fischer
Gay Semiotics, 1977
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Maurice Ambler
Savoy Baths, Jermyn Street, 1951



Alvin Baltrop, Pier Photographs. 1975-1986



Prem Sahib
People Come & Go, 2019




Sweatbox Sauna Miroslaw Balka
Photography by owner How It Is - Tate Modern. 2009



Sweatbox Sauna Peter Zumthor, Therme Vals. 1996
Photography by owner
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Sweatbox Sauna, Photography by owner



Alvin Baltrop, Pier Photographs. 1975-1986



Marc Martin, Public Toilets, Private Affairs. 2017
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Photo by Chariots, Vauxhall
Chariots Sauna, Vauxhall



