Table One - Primary Schools and the National Curriculum for England
	Stage / Age
	Curriculum Framework
	Subjects / Areas of Learning
	Assessment & Progress Measures
	Notes / Context

	Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Reception class (ages 4–5)
	EYFS statutory framework (DfE, 2025)
	- 3 Prime areas: Communication & Language, Physical Development, Personal, Social & Emotional Development
- 4 Specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & Design
	Baseline Assessment when children start school; EYFS Profile completed at end of Reception; assessed against national Early Learning Goals
	Emphasis on play, exploration, creativity, and school readiness. Applies to children from birth to 5 in state-funded settings. Most children start Primary School in the Reception class in the school year that they turn five years old.  

	Key Stage 1
Years 1–2 (ages 5–7)
	National Curriculum (DfE, 2013; Roberts, 2021)
	Core: English, Mathematics, Science
Foundation: History, Geography, Art, Design & Technology, Music, PE, Computing
Other: Religious Education, Relationships, Sex & Health Education
	Year 1 phonics screening check (repeated in Year 2 if not passed). Optional KS1 assessments in English & Mathematics
	Transition from EYFS to formal schooling. Curriculum guidance heavily weighted towards English (68 pages, 8 mentions of drama) compared to arts subjects (2 pages each).

	Key Stage 2
Years 3–6 (ages 7–11)
	National Curriculum
	Same subjects as KS1, plus Modern Foreign Languages (from Year 3 onwards)
	Year 4 multiplication tables check.
Year 6 national tests in English grammar, punctuation & spelling, reading, and mathematics. Results used for public reporting of school performance.
	Risk of arts/humanities marginalisation due to focus on literacy, numeracy, and accountability measures.



